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Faith freshly 
expressed 


By Jo Duckies 

CHURCHES are being offered 
help in launching Fresh 
Expressions projects to reach the 
40 per cent of people who have 
no experience of Christianity. 

‘That figure changes to 50 
per cent of people when you 
start looking at the under 35s,’ 
said Andrew Gear, parish devel- 
opment adviser. Mr Gear’s work 
comes six years after the dio- 
cese launched Cutting Edge 
Ministries - which saw the birth 
of six new expressions of 
church. 

He said: ‘A number of things 
came together, starting with the 
book, Mission Shaped Church in 
2004. 

‘A Fresh Expression of 
Church is defined as a form of 
Christian community for our 
changing culture.’ 


Mr Gear said: ‘It is a radical 
expression of church, reaching 
out to people who have no con- 
tact with the church in their 
lives. 

‘What it is about is going out 
to people, not expecting them 
to come to us.’ 

Mr Gear had planned a 
Vision Day for February, to give 
people from each deanery the 
chance to find out more about 
how they could engage with 
Fresh Expressions but it had to 
be cancelled due to extreme 
weather conditions. 

A booklet has been produced, 
to provide spiritual and practi- 
cal advice on setting up a long 
or short term Fresh Expressions 
project. Ideas include every- 
thing from after school clubs to 
kite flying with friends. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 


Congregation gives £850,000 for church redevelopment 


WORK has started on a 
£900,000 re-fit at Holy Trinity, 
Ayelsbury. The congregation 
has raised more than £850,000 
of the funding for the scheme 
to restore the crumbling 
church. 

The work will include long- 
standing repairs and a range of 
new facilities for church mem- 


bers and the local community 
to use. It is one of the most 
ambitious re-ordering projects 
in the diocese. (See page nine 
for details of more local church 
re-ordering schemes.) 

Vicar, the Revd Andrew Blyth, 
said: ‘Some years ago it was 
feared that the building might 
have to be knocked down but 


our plans now will preserve the 
character of this much loved 
building and create much 
needed new facilities to serve 
our growing activities.’ 

The work is scheduled to take 
nine months. As well as the ren- 
ovation of key parts of the pres- 
ent building, including the 
tower, a new foyer will be built 


to run across the front of the 
building and a new extension 
added to the side. 

Mr Blyth said: ‘The facilities 
will give us an attractive, wel- 
coming building which is fully 
accessible to people of all ages 
and needs - from school chil- 
dren on educational visits and 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 
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Our coir mats are tightly 
woven and made on the loom 
to the finished size - not cut 
from rolls . The structure of 
our mats is therefore 
superior to other coir. 



LLAGE.COM 


608 81181 


And we believe that COIR is the 
most robust natural fibre for floormats. 
Coir comes from coconut husks 
and contains more lignin, a 
complex woody chemical, 
and less cellulose than other 
fibres. That is why coir is so 
tough. Order online or 
visit One Village Woridshop, 
on the A44 in Woodstock 

UK delivery £3.50 per order 


From weavers* 
co-op, Kerala 

You can read 
much more 
about coir, the 
social background 
to these mats, and 
order online at 
Onevillage.com 
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Letters & comment 


Comment 

by Sarah Meyrick 

Clinging on to chocolate 

L ENT has begun: a season of 
self-examination and absti- 
nence. For many people, it’s 
the time of year to take a 
long hard look at our daily self-indul- 
gence and try to do without some- 
thing we normally enjoy. 

Interestingly, it’s not just Christians 
who want to trim a little fat from their 
lives. Even people with the slenderest 
attachment to faith seem to latch on 
to the idea of Lenten self-denial. 

Maybe it’s partly the timing: Lent 
offers us a second shot at our new 
year’s resolutions if the dreary 
January weather played havoc with 
our resolve. It’s only 40 days, so we 
know it’s not for ever when the going 
gets tough. And there’s the promise 
of chocolate at the finishing line. 

Whatever our motivation, Lent 
helps us bring a rare note of austerity 
into our lives of plenty. For once, less 
is more. We dare to stop and ask our- 
selves when enough is really enough. 

In the grip of recession, Lent feels 
very ‘now’. 

For me, Lent this year offers a time- 
ly boost to my fitness regime. I’m in 
training for the Paris Marathon, and 
I’m hoping that doing without alco- 
hol will give me that extra spurt of 
energy as I pound the pavements. 

Cake and biscuits should probably go, 
too, but I’m clinging on to dark 
chocolate: all that iron and it’s practi- 
cally a health food. 

Running a marathon is darned hard 
work. I know; I’ve done one before. 

But the toughest bit is not the day 
itself but the training, which is 
exhausting and relentless. All those 
early winter mornings; all those miles. 
On the plus side, it takes you far 
beyond your imaginings. You draw on 
depths you didn’t know you had. And 
the high you get at the end when you 
cross the line ... well, it’s a bit like 
Easter Day after a long hard Lent. 

Sarah Meyrick is Director of 
Communications. 

Back by popular demand 

We are offering ‘Easter ingredients’ 
cards again this year. There are two 
designs: last year’s hot cross bun card 
and a new one based on eggs. They 
come in bundles of 50 (£5 + £2 p&p). 
The closing date for orders is Monday, 9 
March. To order phone 01865 208225 
or see www.oxford.anglican.org/commu- 
nication 


LETTERS 


Darwin’s loss of faith 

IN the February edition of the Door, there 
was an article about Charles Darwin, the so- 
called Evolutionist. The article written by 
Professor Keith Ward, an academic, included 
various ‘facts’ about Darwin, ending with the 
‘fact’ that by the end of his life Charles Darwin 
had become not quite an atheist, but an 
agnostic. 

However, in a book which I have had for 
many years called 1200 Notes, Quotes and 
Anecdotes edited by A. Naismith (1963) 
there is an article headed, ‘Deathbed of an 
Evolutionist’. Neither the biographers of 
Charles Darwin, nor writers on evolution, 
relate the following story of [his] last days, as 
told by Lady Hope. 

‘It was a glorious autumn afternoon, when 
I was asked to go and sit with Charles 
Darwin. He was almost bedridden for months 
before he died... he held an open Bible, 
which he was always studying. 

“‘What are you reading now?” I asked. 
“Hebrews," he answered, “Still Hebrews, The 
Royal Book, I call it." Then, placing his finger 
on certain passages, he commented on them. 

I made some strong allusion to the strong 
opinions expressed by so many on the history 
of Creation, and then their treatment of the 
earlier chapters of the Book of Genesis. He 
seemed distressed, his fingers twitched 
nervously, and a look of agony came over his 
face as he said, “I was a young man with 
unformed ideas. I threw out queries, 
suggestions, wondering all the time over 
everything; and to my astonishment the ideas 
took like wildfire. People made a religion of 
them.’” 

I don’t know who Lady Hope was, but I see 
no reason to doubt her words in spite of what 
authors and academics say. I leave you to 
judge who is right. 

Norman Critchell, Princes Risborough 


Year of the Child? 

SO churches ‘are gearing up’ for the Year 
of the Child 2009, to coincide with the 30th 
anniversary of the UN International Year of the 
Child. The Christian marriage service spells 
out the spiritual, practical and social 
advantages of a stable family and yet 
successive governments have so adjusted 
the tax and benefit systems that the traditional 
family is financially penalised, and sexual 
irresponsibility is rewarded with financial 
security. 

We can see the result in our present social 
disintegration. The cure? A radical reversal of 
tax-and-benefit policy. Therefore, the most 
effective celebration of this Year of the Child 
- and surely the duty of every committed 
Christian - is to badger their MP, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the leaders 
of the other Parliamentary parties to make this 
reversal happen. It means relentless effort, 
and it will take more than a year. Perhaps in a 
generation we may hope for a more safe, just 
and stable society for our children’s children. 
Don’t just think about it; do it! 

John W Lane, Slough 


Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

If any want to become my followers , let 
them deny themselves , take up their cross 
and follow me . 9 Mark 8:34 

t’s easy to think of Lent as a time 
when we are called to deny our- 
selves something - chocolate, cof- 
fee, alcohol, daytime television, 
that sort of thing. 

I’m sure there’s value in any exercise 
of self-discipline (and it may do won- 
ders for the waist-line), but these words 
of Jesus do not give a secondary object 
to the verb ‘deny’. He calls his followers 
simply to deny themselves , rather than to 
deny themselves something. The differ- 
ence is quite important. In fact, it may 
be the difference between a Lent which 
becomes, in a memorable phrase of St 
Paul, ‘self-imposed piety’ (Colossians 
2:23) and one which is based on true 
Christian discipleship. 

That raises the question, What does 
‘denying myself’ mean? After all, 
‘myself’ is who I am. Does Christ call 
me to cease to be the individual person 
God created me to be? That is certainly 
how some critics see Christian commit- 
ment - a life-denying exercise in which 
all that makes life positive and fun is 
swallowed up in an orgy of negativity 
and self-loathing. In fact, the Gospel 
emphasis seems rather to be that Christ 
will enable me to fulfil my potential in 
a way which would be simply impossible 
without him. Jesus said that he came so 
that his ‘flock’ may have life - and have 


Comings and Goings 

Revd Dr Miles Maylor, Associate Clergy in 
Wheatley Benefice, to become Assistant 
Curate at St Barnabas, Oxford; Revd 
Mandy Marriott, Priest in Charge at 
Sherington with Chicheley, North Crawley, 
Astwood and Hardmead, to take up post as 
Rector of Sherington with Chicheley, North 
Crawley, Astwood and Hardmead; Revd 
Canon Paul Williams, Rector of Gerrards 
Cross with Fulmer to take up post as Area 
Bishop of Kensington in the Diocese of 
London; Revd Kevin Ashby, Rector of 
Buckingham to take up post as Team Rector 
of Melton Mowbray in the Diocese of 


Competition winners 

The following people are winners of the 
competitions in last month’s edition of the 
Door. Marcelle Williams from Wokingham, Lily 
Oldland from Harwell and Miss Bridges from 
Calvert (Bucks) have all won a copy of the 
Love Life Live Lent family book. 


it in all its fullness’ (John 10:10). 

There is in fact no conflict between 
the idea of self-denial, properly under- 
stood, and personal fulfilment. St Paul 
makes the point powerfully in his letter 
to the Galatians: ‘7 have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I who live , 
but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life 
I live now in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me’ (2:19,20). 

Yes, the Christian has surrendered 
the old life - willingly, not under duress 
- in order to experience a richer and 
more profound new life. In St Paul’s 
imagery, I have nailed the old ‘me’ to 
the cross with Christ, but only in order 
that the life of Christ himself may take 
root in me. The Christian, in other 
words, is sharing in the risen life of the 
Saviour. As Timothy Dudley-Smith’s 
hymn expresses it, ‘Self on the cross 
and Christ upon the throne’. That is 
the essence of a truly Christian ‘self- 
denial’. To ‘deny myself’ in that way is 
not to be negative, but intensely posi- 
tive, because it is to say that ‘I’ am not 
the most important person in the uni- 
verse, except for the fact that the God who 
made me loves me. 

In him, and through faith in his Son, 
‘I’ can become fully what I am intended 
to be - not an acquisitive, restless, pur- 
suer of private personal goals, but the 
follower of One of whom it is said that 
‘in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people’ (John 1:4). 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including Journey to 
Jerusalem (BRF 2008), The Bible Made Clear and 
Espresso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008). His book, 
Seasons of the Son ( Canterbury Press) includes 
reflecions on the various festivals and holy days of the 
Christian year. 


Leicester; Revd Karen Reeves from 
Frimley, Surrey to take up post as 
Ecumenical Team Chaplain at Milton Keynes 
Hospital; Revd Jon Williams to take up 
post as Associate Clergy at St Matthew’s, 
Oxford; Ven. Joy Tetley has taken up post 
as part-time Area Director of Ordinands for 
Oxford Episcopal Area; Revd Georgle 
Simpson, Associate Clergy at St Giles, 
Oxford has been given permission to officiate 
in the Oxford area; Revd Brenda Knight, 
Associate Clergy at Stanton St John has 
been given permission to officiate in the 
Dorchester area; Revd Canon Andrew 
Meynell, has been given permission to 
officiate in the Dorchester area. 


Steve Lewis from Caversham, Alison Shaw 
from Standlake and the Krasel family from 
Wokingham have all won a copy of The 
Things He Carried by the Right Revd 
Stephen Cottrell. 
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Communications training for parishes 

The communications team is here to offer advice and support to parishes. We are 
currently updating our training programme and would welcome your views on what 
would be most helpful. 

Would your hard-working magazine editor value some ideas and encouragement? Do 
you want advice on building a relationship with the local media? Do you need a church 
website but don’t know where to start? 

Please let us know what would help you most. There is a short survey at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/communication, or you can email 

sarah.meyrick@oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208224 with your suggestions. 


AUDIO VERSION 


Sight-impaired people can now get a free audio version of The Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285 
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News 


Faith freshly expressed 


New labyrinth 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 
Mr Gear is available to offer 
support to any churches consid- 
ering starting a new Fresh 
Expressions project. He said: 
‘We particularly want to encour- 
age thinking around Fresh 
Expressions in the deanery 
planning process. The deanery 
is the local strategic unit for 
mission and ministry, therefore 
we need to think about how we 
enable it to be that in terms of 
Fresh Expressions. 

‘From Cutting Edge 
Ministries we learnt a lot about 
what works and what doesn't. It 
is all in the report and can be 
downloaded from the internet.’ 
The booklet and vision day 
are part of the Living Faith 
vision, which is being launched 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 
young people coming for clubs 
to older people enjoying a 
coffee.’ 

The funds required for the 
project have been raised almost 
exclusively by personal dona- 
tions from church members 
during two years of fundraising. 

Mr Blyth said: ‘We are very 
grateful for generous support 
from the William Harding Trust 
and friends across the town but 
we also thank God that over 
£850,000 has been given direct- 
ly by members of the church.’ 

Church leaders believe that 
a key element in the success 
of the fundraising was the 
invitation to donors to build 


this month. (See pages 10 and 
1 1 for more examples of Living 
Faith.) 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
added: ‘Down the years, 

ministry in the diocese has been 
expressed in terms of our often 
complementary work in parish- 
es and chaplaincies. 

‘Today the picture is still 
more varied with people 
coming together in a wide vari- 
ety of networks and groupings, 
opening up a whole new series 
of opportunities for ministry. 

‘The calling remains 
unchanged - to join in God's 
mission to his world - but this 
needs to be “freshly expressed.” 
in each generation.’ 


five churches for the price of 
one. Early on the church 
announced that it would pass 
on 10 per cent of all personal 
donations to church building 
projects in developing coun- 
tries overseas. 

So far, £67,000 has been 
committed to build two church- 
es in Pakistan and two in the 
Sudan. The fundraising is set to 
continue. 

The Church hopes to be able 
raise another £500,000 for 
Phase 2 of the scheme. The 
plan is to remove a number of 
pillars in the centre of the 
church to create larger and 
more flexible space for services 
and events. 


A LABYRINTH was part of a re- 
ordering project at St Michael 
and St Nicolas Church, 
Abingdon. 

The church was rededicated 
in a recent ceremony per- 
formed by the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell. 

The Victorian church has had 
its pews replaced by the chairs. 


FOUR members of the clergy 
were made honorary canons and 
four lay people were admitted to 
the Order of St Frideswide dur- 
ing a ceremony at Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral. The 
Order is a mark of distin- 
guished service to the diocese. 

Bishop John said: ‘These 
good people are being admitted 


The font has been moved from 
the doorway to the central aisle. 
The floors have been renewed 
and the labyrinth installed in 
the style of one that once exist- 
ed in the ancient Benedictine 
Abbey of Abingdon. 

Labyrinths have been used for 
thousands of years as a tool for 
prayer and meditation. 


to this Order as a mark of 
respect and gratitude for all 
that they have done for the dio- 
cese and the Kingdom. 

‘It’s one of our best ways of 
marking distinguished service 
to the Church and I am delight- 
ed to be admitting a fine group 
of Christian men and women to 
the Order.’ 


IN BRIEF 


Land Girls event 

UP to 400 Second World 
War Land Girls are to be invit- 
ed to a celebratory service at 
Dorchester Abbey this month. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, will 
be conducting the service 
along with the Revd Canons 
Glyn Evans and Sue Booys. 

The Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire, Tim Stevenson, 
and his wife have invited the 
Land Girls to the service, which 
will be followed by a celebrato- 
ry tea, on Tuesday 31 March, at 
2.30pm. 

CMS/SAMS 
merger approved 

MEMBERS of the Oxford 
based Church Mission Society 
(CMS) have voted overwhelm- 
ingly to integrate with the South 
American Mission Society 
(SAMS). 

A Special General Meeting 
held in Oxford endorsed a 
resolution proposed by the 
Trustees of the Society by a 
99% majority. 

The meeting is the culmination 
of over 1 8 months of 
negotiations. During 2009 the 
two societies will work in close 
cooperation while a new legal 
entity is created. The move 
requires a final vote by SAMS 
but in November the General 
Council of SAMS approved the 
merger in principle by an 84 
per cent margin. 

CMS General Secretary 
Canon Tim Dakin told the 
meeting that the move would 
create a ‘truly global mission 
society’ and ‘bring a new 
injection of energy’ to Christian 
mission. 

Open Door at 
Easter 

THERE’S still time to order 
your FREE copies of Open 
Door for Easter. Open Door is 
written for the family audience 
and intended for those on the 
fringes of the church. We 
would encourage you to give it 
out through your schools, 
churches and local community. 

Open Door comes in bundles 
of 50 and is available via your 
deanery Door distributor. But 
please note that you need to 
place an order. 

To find out more, see 
www.oxford.anglican.org/open- 
door or ring 01865 208225. 
Last date for orders 2 March. 


Meditation 

The Director of the World 
Community of Christian Meditation, 
Father Laurence Freeman, will 
be at the Friends Meeting 
house, St Giles, Oxford, on 
Friday, 27 March. 

For more information contact 
dick.broughton@ntlworld.com 
or Tel: 01865 434863 


Government faith consultation 

THE South East England Faith Forum is looking for members 
of faith communities to take part in developing an action plan for 
the next three years. 

It is inviting community groups, partnerships, regional bodies, 
the Interfaith Networks and other organisations to consultations 
in the Thames Valley. 

A youth event takes place on Tuesday, 24 February from 6.30 to 
8pm. An adult event takes place on Thursday 26 March. 

Both take place at the Haveli Restaurant, Stoke Poges Lane, 
Slough. 

For more information visit www.communities.gov.uk. 


Lent talks for Living Faith 

A SERIES of five Lent talks related to ‘Sustaining the Sacred 
Centre’ are set to take place. Revd Dr Elizabeth Thomson, the 
Revd Canon Martin Peirce and the Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, will be leading the talks, which take place at 
7.30pm on 5, 12, and 19 March and the 2 April. The talks take 
place at St Mary the Virgin Church, Witney. 


ONLINE 


To find out more visit: 

www.oxford.anglican.org/freshexpressions 


Church raises £850k for refit 



Cathedral honours 
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Active Faith - meeting the needs ot society 


Active Faith is an up to date expression of a 

Christian response to society’s ills and aims to 

provide: 

• Crime reduction in the local community, 
saving police and other social costs, 
unemployment benefits. 

• The introduction of valuable members of the 
community and society who can start work 
and add value to their local environment. 

• The removal of people from crime, 
prostitution and drugs. 

• The building of self-confidence, self-esteem 


and self-respect in each individual. 

• Each service user to aspire to and gain 
recognised, valuable qualifications. 

• An improvement in their quality of life. 

• The development of a new set of life skills. 

• The concept of responsible citizenship. 

• These people becoming socially included 
and not excluded. 

• The delivery of Government agendas 

• The integration into the workplace through 
the implementation of micro businesses. 



Every gift we receive helps us to restore lives shattered by addiction and homelessness. 
Please consider supporting Active Faith, financially, in prayer or by joining our 
mailing list to receive regular updates. 

□ Please send me more information about Active Faith 

□ I enclose a one-off gift of £ , cheque made payable to Alive in the Spirit 

(Reg Charity no. 278432) 

□ I want to become a Partner (please fill in this form) 

Your name 

Name of your bank Bank Address 

Post Code 

Account no Sort Code 

Instruction to your bank or building society: Please deduct £10 □ £20 □ Other amount 

£ (please tick) from my account on (dd/mm/yy) then monthly until 

further notice. Pay this sum to Alive in the Spirit, Sort Code 20-68-10, Account no. 70984094 
Barclays, Plymouth Signed Date 

I want all donations I make to Alive in the Spirit, Reg Charity Number 278432, from the date 
of this declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as Gift Aid donations. 

Signed Date 

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to 
the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year. 

PLEASE ADD ME TO YOUR MAILING LIST: 

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) Surname . — 

First Name Organisation / company (if applicable) 

Address 

Town / City Post Code 

Tel Email 

Return to: Active Faith. PO Box 12. Plymouth. PL3 4WF 


In the UK we are fortunate that ‘from 
cradle to grave/ state welfare systems 
provide help for many of our social 
needs when we fall victim to life’s 
unexpected and unfair blows. But 
there are many, especially young 
people, who ‘slip through the net’ of 
social welfare, and need the support of 
organisations like Active Faith 


people through the expertise and passion of a 
dedicated, professional and qualified team. The 
team’s goal is to raise the life chances of each 
young person. The young people are encouraged 
to be innovative and to use creative thinking to 
achieve success. 

Active Faith’s response to the issues that young 
people present is to address the causes of these 
problems, while remaining within the parameters 
of the government’s national agenda for the pro- 
vision of social care. 


Active Faith (Faith, Advocacy, Inspiration, 

Trust, Hope) exists to help young people recover 
from tragedy and the results of broken lifestyles, 
in a fully accredited residential setting. 

Gary Dixon, Active Faith’s founder, has 
extensive experience in social welfare, spanning 
25 years, including working with disadvantaged 
young people who have slipped 
into the lifestyle and the associated 
life patterns of drugs and crime. 

“There are other consequences 
of a lifestyle that may have had 
poor parenting as its root cause” 
said Gary, “unwanted pregnancies 
or family rejection, but most 
often it is abuse of drugs, alcohol 
and the slide into crime. We seek 
to provide a way out of that 
downward slide. 

“Every individual is created by 

God and has tremendous potential, Gary Dixon of Active Faith 
so our mission statement is simple: 

To promote the value inherent in each young 
person by providing an avenue for each of them 
to express FAITH. To cut across languages and 
barriers relating to everyday life with its 
challenges and difficulties by seeking to nurture 
and establish a variation of creative initiatives 
that will erode the foundations of historical and 
generational exclusion and break the cycle of 
deprivation of opportunity. 9 

Commendable treatment for these issues is 
offered by ‘secular’ agencies, but the greater need 
is for a spiritual regeneration by the power of 
God. 



The young people Active Faith helps have 
often been disadvantaged by a family life 
characterised by disruption, rejection, poverty 
and the absence of positive adult role models, and 
misuse of substances. Many of them have had 
first hand experience of living with drug and 
alcohol abuse and are guilty of offending 
behaviour. Some have had 
experience of being ‘in care’ or 
‘working the streets’. These are 
the hard to reach who need not 
just a physical rehabilitation, but 
a spiritual regeneration in order 
to sustain and fulfil their 
God-given potential. 

Research has shown that there is 
a link to these negative experiences 
often through inadequate and 
poor parenting. The victims then 
grow up to repeat the problems 
that have been built into their 
own worldview. Active Faith 
aims to break this cycle, working 
with the individual until they have rebuilt their 
self-esteem and personal confidence to enable 
them to contribute positively to their local com- 
munity and society in general. 

Active Faith develops five key principles 
with the young people, which encompass many 
other aspects of personal development and 
improvement. They are: 

• Responsibility: Discipline. 

• Reintegration: Quality of life. 

• Restoration: Making good. 

• Relationships: Recognising roles. 



Active Faith aims, within a residential 
environment, to improve the lives of young 


• Rehabilitation: Treatment. 

The foundational principle which influences 
the work of Active Faith focuses on the value 
placed on each person as an individual and a 
valued member of society. This is reflected in the 
quality of care and provision the support staff 
provide. However, this is not at the expense of 
instilling self-discipline and personal responsibility, 
which are vital for the young people leaving the 
project to sustain and develop their new-found 
positive lifestyles. 

Active Faith seeks to work where it ‘hurts’ the 
most, with vulnerable, broken, frightened and 
excluded young people who have no hope of a 
future - if you would like to know more, or to 
help us with a donation or regular monthly gift, 
please contact us using the form opposite, or 
telephone us on 01302-859590 and ask to speak 
with Gary Dixon. 
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Exquisite, bespoke 
christening gowns & 
special occasion wear for 
babies and small children 
with fully co-ordinationg 
accessories available. 
Call Caroline 
01189 394523 
Mobile 07950 927606 


www.angelsawake.co.uk 


To advertise in The Door 
please call 01752 225623 


By Sarah Meyrick 

THE (COOKING) knives will be out in 
Garsington this month as the communi- 
ty takes up the Culinary Challenge for 
Fairtrade Fortnight. 

Members of St Mary’s church are hold- 
ing a community lunch where all the 
food served will be made from ingredi- 
ents that are either Fairtrade or sourced 
locally - which means within 
Oxfordshire. 

Cooks are being challenged to bring 
dishes along with a list of ingredients 
used, and there will be prizes in a num- 
ber of categories including taste, colour, 
imagination and resourcefulness. 

The winners will receive prizes of 
Fairtrade food. Annie Wright, event 
organiser, says that she knows that com- 
ing up with recipes will be quite tricky. 

‘I’ve had phone calls asking if every- 
thing has to be Fairtrade or locally 
sourced, and it has. We didn’t want to 
make it too easy,’ she said. 

But she thinks people may be sur- 
prised by the range of Fairtrade ingredi- 
ents on offer. ‘We have a Fairtrade stall 
at the back of church, and people 
already know about tea and coffee and 
sugar. But they are not always aware how 


much else there is, or where to buy it,’ 
she said. The event has already sparked 
a lot of interest in the village. 

Those planning to take part so far 
range from a number of children to 
someone in their 90s. Villagers are raid- 
ing their freezers for home-grown fruit, 
sharing herbs from their gardens, and 
sourcing wheat and dairy produce from 
around the county. 

The Culinary Challenge will be held in 
Garsington Village Hall and people will 
be asked to make donations to a USPG 
health project in Tanzania supported by 
the church and the village hall fund. 

Annie hopes that the event will raise 
awareness of Fairtrade and also prove an 
enjoyable event for the village. 

‘It’s about bringing people together 
from the wider community as well as the 
church to have fun,’ she added. 

Fair Trade Fortnight runs from 23 
February to 8 March 2009. 


NLINE 


To find out more visit 

www.fairtrade.org.uk 


New guide to graves and churchyards 


TWO user friendly guides to church- 
yards and graves have been published 
by the diocese of Oxford. 

One is a leaflet designed to help the 
recently bereaved and the other is 
aimed at funeral directors and stone- 


NLINE 


To find out more visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org 


PLUS THOUSANDS MORE CDS AT ONLY £9.97 
AND OVER 40,000 MORE BOOKS & DVDS AT GREAT PRICES 

MUSIC, BOOKS AND DVDS FOR I icci 


RHXJTHMS 


www.direct.crossrhythms.co.uk or call 01782 251000 

EVERY time you usfc Cross Rhythms Direct you are supporting the Cross Rhythms ministry, 
‘ reaching thousands of young people everyday through ratfio and online media. 


We 


PICTURED at York Minster are three 
former Wardens (principals) of Cranmer 
Hall theological college who have gone 
on to become bishops. 

The photograph was taken at the 
Consecration of Stephen Croft, former 
leader of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Fresh Expressions team, as Bishop of 
Sheffield. 


Bishop Stephen (left), who lived in 
Oxford until he recently moved to 
Sheffield, was presented for consecra- 
tion at York Minster by Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd John Pritchard. 

Pictured in the centre is the Rt Revd 
Ian Cundy, Bishop of Peterborough 
Copyright: Kippa Matthews 


Food for thought 


MUSIC BOOKS DVDS 


three bishops... 


CHRIS 

TOMLIN 

Hello Love 

£12*1 £9.97 


WILLIAM 
P. YOUNG 

The Shack 

£7*9 £6.99 


SOUL 

SURVIVOR 

To Go: Faith You 
Can Takeaway 

£9.78 


THE BEST SOUL 
SURVIVOR 
WORSHIP 
ALBUM...EVER! 
£16*3 £11.97 


MARK STYBBE 
& ANDREW 
WILLIAMS 
Breakout 
£8*9 £7.99 


FIREPROOF 
£14*7 £13*7 


COMPASSION 

ART 

CompassionArt 

£Hb71 £9.97 


WENDY ALEC 

Messiah: 

The Chronicles 
of Brothers 

£1 6 99 £15.49 


MICHAEL 
W SMITH 

A New Hallelujah 

£12*9 £9.97 


LOUIE 

GIGUO 

Indescribable 

£T2t71 £12.46 


JOYCE MEYER 

100 Ways 
to Simplify 
Your Life 

£10*9 £9.49 


HILLSONG 

LONDON 

Hail To The King 

£17*1 £17.11 




Life Stories are Our (Business! 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam (Dept DR3/09), Green Lane, Riley Green, 
Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk 
Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam &. fabrics sent by first class mail 


masons. 
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1 1 1 finite Adornments 

C hrisuan Jewel lerv 


www.inf.co.uk 


Aiarge range of 
jewellery for /all ages 

Trade accounts available 
lor c hurdles and bookshops 


Ideal For 


holysocks.co.uk 

faith on your feet 

Holy Socks 
Biblical Brollies 
Glory Golf Balls 

secure online shopping 

www.holysocks.co.uk 

01671 40 40 43 


Swanboume House 
preparation for top 
public schools 

IAPS, CO-ED, BOARDING & DAY, 

PREP SCHOOL FOR 3-13 YEAR OLDS 

Swanboume gives all its pupils a flying start. 
Gabbitas Guardianship have described us as, 
“a school you would dream of." 

Next Open Morning Saturday 
1 4 March 1 0am 


For details contact 
Mrs C Hollowday 
tel. 01296 720 264 
office@swanbourne.org 
www.swanbourne.org 




Mercy Ships is holding its first 
Easter Breakfast event for Easter 2009. 

Will you organise your own 
Easter Breakfast event in your church 
or home and raise vital funds for this 
life-saving Christian charity? 

To organise your Easter Breakfast 
for Mercy Ships, visit: 

rnercyships.org.uk/easter-breakfast 
or call 01438727 800 


Mercy Ships operates the world's largest 
charity hospital ship delivering free health 
care to the forgotten poor. 

The Lighthouse 12 Meadway Court, Stevorage SGI 2F.F 
Registered Charity No. 10530*55 
~ Retistved O ar ?v t- S calved SC03974? 



Rising above depression 




The past months have seen 
the most chaotic and severe 
malfunction of the banking 
system since the 1 920s, 
writes Sabina Alkire as she 
offers a Christian perspective 
on the economic climate. 

B illions of pounds have been wiped 
off stock markets worldwide, and 
Governments throughout the world 
acknowledge that the financial system is 
on the verge of meltdown. 

The dismay of the media has been evi- 
dent in their language. The Wall Street 
Journal spoke of ‘financial carnage’ and 
derivatives as ‘weapons of mass destruc- 
tion’; The Financial Times of ‘hurricanes’ 
and ‘shifting tectonic plates’. As people 
who read the papers and watch the news 
in the presence of the living God, we are 
now in a position to reflect on money, 
and our attitudes towards it as Christians. 
And the fundamental point is that we 


And the fundamental point 
is we need not be terrified. 
As people of faith we need 
never be terrified for 
nothing can separate us 
from the love of God”. ’ 


need not be terrified; as people of faith 
we need never be terrified ‘for nothing 
can separate us from the love of God’. 

Objectively, there are legitimate causes 
for concern. We genuinely do not know 
the impact that the crash will have on the 
economy and our lives. It may pass us by, 
or it may re-chart our days. Terror comes 
from that uncertainty and fear blended 
with a loss of control. We don’t even 
know if we will understand what has hap- 
pened. So we pause to listen beyond the 


media, into the stillness. The dominant 
view, portrayed by the media is that the 
crash is totally unrelated to matters of 
faith and prayer, and to the habits of 
God. It is a malfunction of a human sys- 
tem because of human error. Is this accu- 
rate? If true, we would have one part of 
our life in which we could live as persons 
of faith - family, justice, church - and a 
different part, not lived under the shad- 
ow of the living God, where we would 
make necessary decisions on savings and 
investments, pensions and mortgages. 
We have fallen into this habit of interior 
division as a society - but do we need to? 


‘We will remember too those 
who are not merely worried 
but perched on the margins 
of survival. ’ 


All of you will know of the buses and 
taxis in developing countries decorated 
with Jesus or a cross to remind the driver 
and passengers that the vehicle remains 
under divine review. That may seem 
superstitious, but underlying it is an 
important acknowledgement. For our 
faith does not recognise a total divide; it 
teaches that God’s will and purpose and 
wisdom extends with piercing relevance 
across all our lives, relational and finan- 
cial. In Proverbs we are urged to seek wis- 
dom and understanding for her income is 
better than silver, and her revenue better than 
gold’. The psalmist echoes the priority of 
God’s wisdom: ‘ The law of your mouth is 
better to me than thousands of gold and silver 
pieces. ’ 

So the first point is that if the economy 
is not cut off from the living God, then 
we need not be afraid, for the wisdom we 
have known is and will be true. A second 
point is rather more mundane: even if 
the economy is coming down around 
our ears, we will still come to church. It’s 
what people do in crises. We come 
because at church we still have one 
another, and we help and hope and pray 
together and find a way through. We will 
remember too those who are not merely 


worried, but perched on the margins of 
survival. We know we are not alone, and 
together we are strengthened and 
encouraged to reach out in faith and 
love and service - not close down in ter- 
ror and dismay. 

The third point is that if wisdom is 
true, then it may have some insights into 
this situation we can draw upon. Some 
Christians are interpreting the financial 
downturn as a divine tantrum about 
greed and materialism by an emotionally 
unstable God. I do not agree, but I think 
we have some serious correcting to do, 
and that human excess has direedy creat- 
ed the present situation. 

At the heart of the problems is not 
greed but denial. Financiers wanted to 
believe the numbers; but the numbers 
were wrong. The system failed because in 
the end truth prevailed. Going forward, 
we need to encourage and reward truth 
rather than denial. Paul’s letter to the 
Corinthians describes how he hides 
nothing: "We refuse to practise cunning or to 
falsify God’s word; but by the open statement 
of the truth we commend ourselves to the con- 

‘We will still come to 
church. It's what people do 
in crises. ’ 


science of everyone in the sight of God. ’ 

One of the reasons that people believe 
the economy was distanced from God is 
that it appeared that a different set of 
rules operated there, where lies were 
acceptable, ambition was required, and 
cunning alone deserved reward. 

But it was not so; there is one wisdom, 
stretching across the whole of life. And 
there is life in such wisdom. 

The Revd Sabina Alkire is Director of the 
Oxford Poverty and Human Development 
Initiative , an economist and an associate 
priest 

How is your church responding to 
the recession? Please contact Jo 
Duckies on 01865 208227, or 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org with 
your stories for future issues of the 
Door. 
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hildhood ? 






More than 30,000 children, young people, parents and 
professionals took part in The Children’s Society’s A Good 
Childhood inquiry. The Door explores the implications. 



good childhood is created by 
the safe boundaries and the 
steadfast loving of good 
adults, writes The Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell. And good 
adults aren’t produced by accident; they 
grow from the stable roots of a good 
childhood. And so it goes on. 

Get childhood wrong, fail to provide 
the boundaries and the loving, and pret- 
ty soon everything else goes wrong as 
well. On the one hand, the report A Good 
Childhood , the UK’s first independent 
national enquiry into childhood, tells a 
sobering story of excessive individualism, 
an overly materialistic lifestyle, endless 
hours of TV, internet and X Box, a rise in 
mental health problems, obesity, dia- 
betes and inequality, but on the other, is 
full of hope and optimism, not just 
because of the far reaching recommen- 
dations it makes, but because this report 
by the Children’s Society believes in chil- 
dren, their fundamental dignity, their 
worth and their potential. 

It knows that the Christian faith values 
the child not just as a potential adult, but 
as the already significant human being, 
the one who in Jesus’ words, can show us 
what the Kingdom of Cod is like. 

The report, therefore, has lots of rec- 
ommendations to make, ranging from 
the abolition of SATS, the introduction 
of civil birth ceremonies, a ban on adver- 
tising to the under 12s, and a rise in pay 
and status for all who work with children. 
All this is worthy of study and reflection 
in the parishes of our diocese for we too 
work with many children in many differ- 
ent ways in our parishes and our schools. 

But for us the first recommendation is 
probably the most significant of all. It 
says that parents should be more com- 

Get the 


THE LANDMARK REPORT FOR 
THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 


mitted to each other and should be fully 
informed about what is involved before a 
child is bom, and then to love that child, 
establishing proper boundaries and 
helping the child develop spiritual quali- 
ties. 

In the Church of England we still 
marry an awful lot of people each year 
and baptise many babies. In many cases 
we provide excellent preparation before- 
hand. But, in the light of this report, I 
think we could usefully examine the 
preparation we give. Better prepared 
parents will nurture better, happier chil- 
dren. 

We can reverse the cycle that this 
report identifies so horrifyingly well. Bob 
Reitemeier, chief executive of The 
Children’s Society says: ‘The aggressive 
pursuit of individual success by adults is 
now the greatest threat to our children, 
and we are determined to do something 
about that... the report brings a taboo 
into the open which is that we have to 
confront our selfish and individualistic 
culture.’ 

This is a collective responsibility and 
affects every one who works with and 
cares about children. But it is especially 
the responsibility of parents. We 
Christians have a vital part to play in 
helping others face this responsibility. 

And as ever we must begin with our- 
selves, ensuring that we are doing the 
very best we can in our ministry with chil- 
dren and young people. 

I do commend this report to study and 
prayer across the diocese. As Rowan 
Williams said: ‘This report is a clarion 
call for us as a society to do better.’ 

The Bishop of Reading chairs the 
Diocesan Board of Education. 

book 


A Good The publication of the Penguin book A Good Childhood 

Childhood marked the completion of the Children’s Society Inquiry. 

For every book sold, £1 will be donated to the society. 


Searching tor Values in a 

■ ('iMnpetftivc Age 



ONLINE 


To find out more visit: 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk 
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iere is a positive feast for thought 
about our ministry amongst chil- 
dren and families in A Good 
Childhood , writes Yvonne Morris, 

Diocesan Children’s Adviser. 

Support and education for parents, 
and issues around schooling and min- 
istry in schools are two massive areas 
worthy of extensive analysis and action 
from churches, but two things stood out 
for me which fundamentally challenge 
our perception of ministry with and by 
children which many churches need to 
consider and address. 

First, that spirituality is recognised 
and named as an essential element relat- 
ed to personal happiness. It strikes me 
that many adults, even those involved in 
ministry with children, do not really 
appreciate the spiritual capacity and 
capability of children and often do not 
attempt to nurture it in the programmes 
or acts of worship aimed at children and 
families. We must find ways for children 
to connect their story with God’s story. 
Those who engage with children 
through a method named Godly Play 
are frequently surprised and encour- 
aged at the depths of a child’s spirituali- 
ty. Supporting teachers and schools in 
providing spiritual input and nurture is 
a real opportunity for churches. 

Secondly, volunteering should be a 
standard experience available to chil- 
dren. Last October when children did 
some work with Bishop John as part of 
1 1 Million Takeover Day, many said how 


important it was to them that they made 
a practical and positive contribution to 
their church family. Volunteering 
enabled them to feel valued and that 
they were making a difference to their 
church. Child psychologist, Mia Kellmer 
Pringle, identified ‘the need for respon- 
sibility’ as one of four key elements of a 
child’s development and one of the key 
strands of Every Child Matters is making a 

y o 












positive contribution. 

As a church we need to enable chil- 
dren and young people to make a posi- 
tive contribution that is not tokenistic. 
The experiences of many churches 
involved in 1 1 Million Takeover Day 

--- t \ \ 1 £ % . ‘ \-ffl V * y v , »» \ '\ /y- Afc •' i " V’ 

bears testimony to the ability, sensitivity 
and creativity of the young when it is 
allowed to be used and to flourish. I 
believe that within the report there is a 
call for people within churches to be 
advocates for children, providing them 
with a voice when they otherwise 
wouldn’t be heard. 

This report challenges us to embark 
on long-term, intentional ministry that 
challenges society and models values in 
the way we love and nurture our chil- 
dren and families. The report process 
meant children were really listened to. 

In the “Year of the Child 2009’ we have 
an opportunity to publicly celebrate 
children and an excuse (should we need 
one) to intentionally listen to our 
children and model the values of Jesus 
towards them. 




YouthView 

by Flora Lewis 

I n the summer I will be setting off to 
Cambodia for what I expect will be a 
life changing experience. I will be a 
volunteer for the charity Project Trust 
looking after orphaned children who 
have HIV/ AIDS. 

These children not only have to deal 
with the grief of losing parents, but have 
to survive in a country which is still 



recovering from the Khmer Rouge 
regime. I will be looking after the 
children, helping them with basic care 
needs as well as entertainment and basic 
education, as the carers often do not 
have time to play with or teach the 
children. 

Before I go I need to raise £4,460 and I 
am arranging a Body Shop evening, a 
1920s Midsummer Ball and writing to 
companies and charities asking for 
donations. The Christian couple who 
founded the orphanage do not preach 
or force their religion on to the 
orphans, who are predominantly 


Buddhist and Muslim. Only two per 
cent of the Cambodian population is 
Christian. 

As a Christian, who was bought up in 
a predominandy Christian household, I 
was always taught to try to help those 
less fortunate than myself. However, I 
have never felt more compelled to do so 
than now. After my seven day selection 
course on the Isle of Coll, I was excited 
for myself at the prospect of going to 
Cambodia. But when I began to 
research the country and the 
devastating disease that HIV/AIDS is, 
my motives changed. I want to help the 


orphaned children in the only way I 
can, simply to bring them care and 
enjoyment. However thrilling and 
satisfying this experience is going to be 
I cannot forget that while I am there it 
is likely that a child’s condition may 
worsen and it could be my job to make 
the final few weeks, days or hours of 
their life as joyful as possible, which will 
require an enormous amount of 
emotional strength. 


Flora Lewis is 17 and attends St Michaels Church, 
Edgcott, Bucks. 
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Time away to think spiritually 





CAUTLEY HOUSE 



• Rest & Retreat 

• Holidays 

• Group bookings 

• 5 mins, walk to Sea 

• All rooms en suite + TV 

• Services in Chapel 


01303 230762 


Q c hristL 
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95 Seabrook Road, 

Hythe, KentCT21 5QY 
www.cautleyhouse.org.uk 
cautleyhouse@compuserve.com 
DIRECTOR: Revd. P. Vowles 
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“Beautifully situated on the edge of 
the Wyre Forest the new purpose 
designed Gilmour Lodge incorporates 
nearly 50 years of experience so 
ensuring the perfect environment for 
your residential event.. See you soon/” 


GtXtttpS Of 
f l&ii Cf 



‘ The facilities worked very well 
for our group aged 7 months to 

70 years ” 

St. Matthews Church. 
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Just a cursory glance on 
the World Wide Web 
will open up a whole 
world of ideas on the 
subject of retreats. You 
may be more than a little 
surprised to find you can 
have detox retreats; rural 
retreats, chic boutique 
hotel retreats and even 
surf goddess retreats. 
GETTING THE COR- 
RECT RETREAT 
As you can see, not all 
retreats are Christian let 
alone ‘spiritual’ in the 
wider sense of the word. 
It’s worth taking time, 
therefore, if you are 
looking for time out for a 
life affirming or life 
changing event, that you 
check the provider 
before making a book- 
ing. 

Retreats come many and 
varied from the simplest 
of silent retreats to those 
on a specific theme. So 
if you are seeking to get 
closer to God through 
silence, prayer or paint- 
ing then now is the time 
to start planning. Some 
retreats can fill quite 
quickly so it isn’t too 
early to book into an 
Advent Retreat although 
most readers will be 
thinking about Easter or 


Sponsored Feature 


A place to relax, be 
together and learn 



Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location. 



Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers accommo- 
dation for up to 
200 people 
and conference 
facilities for up to 
160 people in a 
wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements. 

“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”. 



Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends, 
Alpha Away 
Days & Retreats 

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682266 


Wycliffe 


e: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org 

www.wycliffecentre.org 


even a summer break. 
Some simple ’retreats' 
from Christian holiday 
providers are holidays 
offering Christian fel- 
lowship others are led by 
Clergy or members of a 
Christian community. 
WHERE TO GET 
HELP 

The Retreat Association 
office provides an infor- 
mation resource for indi- 
vidual inquirers, parish- 
es and other groups 
seeking something suit- 


able and can be contact- 
ed on 0845 456 1429. 
Most Diocesan Offices 
will also have contact 
with a variety of retreat 
providers if you are 
thinking of getting a 
group together. 

There is much to be 
gained spiritually as well 
as emotionally by taking 
time out to contemplate, 
returning home 

refreshed and renewed. 



Four Hampton Manor star 

Cornish Country House Hotel 

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon 
You still need a break in these turbulent times 
and we are delighted to offer high quality food 
and accommodation at an affordable price. 
Two special value events not to be missed - 
Bird Watching for beginners April 20th - 25th 
And Visting Beautiful Gardens in May 17th - 22nd 
Please ask for a brochure, programme, etc. 
Phone 01579 370494 e-mail 
hamptonmanor@supanet.com 
or visit our website at 
www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 



/ Morley Retreat & S 
Conference House 

DERBYSHIRE 


Available for: Quiet Days, Retreats & Church bookings 

telephone for more details: 01332 831293 
email : morleyretreat@btconnect.com 
> __^^^mode^retreatxOj^^^^_^__^r 



Shallowford 

House 


Set in the heart of picturesque Staffordshire 


A Christian Centre for Spiritual 
renewal, refreshment and relaxation. 

Residential or daily accommodation for 39, approved 
disabled facilities & easy access by rail and road 
2009 Open Programme: 

April 6th - 8th Holy Week Retreat 
‘My Song is Love Unknown’ 
led by The Revd. Pam Freeman 
August 10th - 17th Individually Guided Retreat 
An ecumencial retreat in the Ignatian tradition 
led by The Revd. Rob Hingley and Team 
August 17th - 24th Poetry, Painting and Prayer 
A week of Relaxation, Reflection and Recreation 
(A CARM Retreat) 

led by Chaplain: The Revd. Richard Steel 
Painting Tutor: Veronica Boorman, Poetry Tutor: Ann Parker 

For further information please contact: 

The Warden Shallowford House, 

Shallowford, STONE, Staffs ST15 ONZ 

Tel: 01785 760233 
Fax: 01785 760390 

Email: warden@shallowfordhouse.fieeserve.co.uk 
Web:www.shallowfordhouse.org 



Peaeehaven is set in 5 acres of lovely Devon countryside 
with beautiful views over the Axe Valley to the sea. 
Individual & group holidays & retreats. Ideal for rest, 
relaxation, and a chance to meet with God 
in a quiet, friendly and informal atmosphere. 

Tel: 01297 21681 


www.iiarepathholidays.com - stay@harepathhoiidays.com 
- Peaeehaven, Harepath Hill, Seaton, Devon. EX 1 2 2TA - 


() i We practise and teach con- 

J templative meditation in the 

'/• Christian tradition at resi- 

^ ■ n n -t— 

jv o dential and day courses 

28 in Dorchester and elsewhere. 
We welcome visitors to experience the benefit of meditation in 
a group. Marian Dunlop House is the home of the Fellowship 
where we hold small gatherings and meetings. 

We welcome people and groups to stay in our quiet, 
comfortable and friendly house which has many books 
on contemplative meditation. Please contact : 

Marian Dunlop House, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. Tel: (01305) 251396 

fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 

www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

Charity No: 213323 



Crowhurst 


Christian Healing Centre 

a piao& of CWi Nxj&iq 



Come aside 
and rest awhile 


• A place to let go or talk to someone 

• A place for inspirational worship, prayer and ministry 

• A place for Christ's healing 


Set in spacious grounds near Battle in East Sussex, Crowhurst 
Christian Healing Centre provides comfortable en-suite 
accommodation and appropriate healing ministry for anyone 
needing time away from the stresses and strains of daily life 


Individual and group retreats 
courses - healing services - individual ministry 


Celebrating 80 years of 
Christian healing ministry 


For more details or to make a booking 

Tel: 01-424830033 

wwYr.crowhurslheatinQQfo.uk 


Registered Charity 
No 208738 



Easter Special Weekend 
At Glyndley Manor 
9th-1 3th April 2009 


A time to reflect, worship, pray & 
fellowship together. Inctoding Maundy 
Supper, Eastej^ynd^£j|tty||uir & 
ResurreHlo^CelBratiorr 

For further details call: 11323 440440 

or 

emaihbooiflQafi^alvndfty.ellel.org.uk 

is-org 
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Divine 



Across the diocese specialist 
renovations are seeing ancient 
churches restored to their former 
glory and equipped to meet the 
needs of 21 st century communities. 
Jo Duckies found out more. 


All Saints Churchill , Oxfordshire 



The re-opening last November Pic courtesy of Tim Holloway 


T HE congregation at All Saints, 

Churchill, were devastated when a 
fire gutted their historic building 
in 2007. 

The blaze left a meeting room 
installed eight years ago as a Millennium 
project destroyed and the rest of the 
building severely damaged by smoke and 
heat. But the restoration work led to the 
discovery of original art work, stone work 
and carvings and a restoration project 
that architect and church steward, Colin 
Townsend Green, says has brought new 
life into the building. 

‘There is a new spirit there, but it’s not 
been created with anything that wasn’t 
there when it was first built,’ said Mr 
Townsend Green who was project man- 
ager for the restoration. The extent of 
the damage saw armoured electrical 
cables, designed to cope with up to 2,000 
degrees Celsius of heat, completely 
destroyed. 

Mr Townsend Green said: ‘We were 
very lucky. We were inches away from los- 
ing the church. It was the oak work from 
the Millennium project that saved the 
building. 


Stonework and joinery had to be 
painstakingly restored before Mr 
Townsend Green and his team could 
begin to work out how to decorate the 
19th century building. The chancel was 
an amazing surprise for the team. Mr 
Townsend Green said: ‘Some time in his- 
tory people had painted over the most 
ornate chancel. A lot of thought had to 
go into how to light the frescos. 

‘Throughout the works I made sure 
the cross remained on the altar. That’s 
what we wanted to be lit up. When you 
come into the church you see different 
stages of the building. The chancel is 
very decorative and ornate and the light- 
ing is designed to complement that. ’ 

Mr Townsend Green installed acoustic 
ceilings and doors to the meeting room, 
as it was refurbished. The room also now 
has a wood effect sports floor which is 
safe for children running around during 
meetings and easy to clean. 

Even though the latest technology has 
been installed throughout the building, 
there is no visible wiring, apart from 
some speaker cables which Mr Townsend 
Green says he intends to hide in the near 


future. He said: ‘I have to say that in all 
the years I have been practising this is 
the project I have enjoyed the most. It’s 
the only project where everyone has got 
on with everyone else. It had such a 
family feel, it was a community of people 
wanting to see the church put back to its 
original glory. 


‘The most rewarding thing has been 
the number of people who have told us 
how wonderful it is and those who have 
come back to church for the first time in 
years, just to have a look at it. We have 
restored it to the way it was meant to 
look when it was built - it is a regal place 
of worship, which is not over the top.’ 


St Mary ’s, Hitcham , Berkshire 


A £170,000 re-ordering project has 
transformed St Mary’s Hitcham 
into a church for the 21 st century 
in a 12^ century medieval building. 

The pews and wooden floor were 
removed and a new floor, complete with 
under-floor heating was installed. 

Seating has been extended into the 
chancel. In the church tower there is 
now a lower room for the creche and an 
upper room for bell ringers, which is 
also used as a space for prayer. The 
upper room overlooks the church 
through a stained glass screen. 

New audio visual and sound systems 
are in place. The congregation of 
around 175 people raised £120,000 
towards the cost of the project, which 


took place between Easter and July 2008. 

The vicar, the Revd Tom Hewson, said: 
‘I think it was really clear that we need- 
ed to make a clear statement of our 
intent to be God’s church in the 21 st 
century. We wanted to re-order the 
church so that it was accessible an flexi- 
ble, to position us in our local communi- 
ty. It’s not a place to stop and rest, it’s a 
place we go out from. It’s a commitment 
to be the Church in the 21 st century but 
from a 12^ century 
building.’ 

Phase two of the re-ordering will 
involve the parish room, which needs to 
be extended to provide better facilities 
for the Sunday School. 




N the Forest Edge Benefice the Rev< 
me Knov 

major re-ordermg projects and is formed. She said: ‘I put it in the hands 

about to oversee another. - * . • 


I v W — rly Sjjr 1 century architect, Gi 

Jane Knowles has overseen three Gilbert Scott; is current iy being trans- 


of an ex-businessman in the congrega- 

The first was at Finstock, where an tion. It took us seven years to get the 

upper room was installed and work car- Faculty . We are having he atin g) lighting 

ried out to trasnform the worship space. and a new ro0 m at the back, along with 



down. Mrs Knowles said: ‘We also had 


lldU 1111111 1 

, . . church should be the central commum- 

electncity and heating put in. . - ^ , 

Next in Ramsden refurbishments have ^ s P ace m e ^ a 8 e * tst ere or 




made the building more accessible and everybody to use just as it was in the 

i f • 1 it A r tt i 




i - , r- i j i ij- i 

In Leafield a building designe 


, 7 : 


provided a new room and a new loo. Middle Ages, for all sorts of events and 

path up to the church 

was difficult for elderly or disabled ‘You wouldn’t send your child to 

people to navigate. school or vtsit any other public building 
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Thousands of hymns and worship songs, ail in 
one box, ready to play No musical or technical 
knowledge required . 


t ockif 

JL_y LIMITED JL—J 


No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 


2750 traditional hymns 
and modern worship 
songs, covering over 
6000 hymn book entries. 


Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also 
plays your own mp3 and midi files. 


Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 


Hymn Technology Ltd 

Warship Music Solutions 


FOR ALL YOUR ENVELOPE NEEDS 

Boxed Sets of Envelopes 
Booklet Envelopes 
Gift Aid Envelopes 
Stock Designs & Bespoke 

Unit 6, Haydock Lane, Haydock, St Helens WA1 1 9UE 


Tel: 01942 402510 
Fax: 01942 402519 


e: salesOiockiechurch.com www: lockiechurch.com 



Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan j 
newspaper. We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK with excellent 


design and print services 
• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 


FREE TO GOOD HOME 

39 used copies of “Church Family 
Worship” free to good home. To be 
picked up in Milton Keynes. For 
details phone Gabi 01908 501426. 



”V 


St Jo fin's Convent 

1 Retirement (Rest ( hfome 
St (Hofiday ‘Accommodation for Triests 
St (Ministers of all denominations 


St. John's Convent, 
situated in 14 
acres of central 
Berkshire 
countryside, is run 
by the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Pity. 
The Holiday 
accommodation at 


the Convent comprises either single bungalows, 
bungalows for up to six people or single rooms. 


Facilities at the Convent include private walks 
and a beautiful chapel. 

Local attractions include Windsor Castle and 
Hampton Court. Shopping in Reading or 
Maidenhead, Henley only 20 minutes away 

Please contact Sister Veronica 

Tel: 0118 940 2964 

Kiln Green, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9XP 

Registered Charity No. 233237 ^ 


Feature 


Living out 
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Sustaining the sacred centre: Prayer 


P rayer to me means a relationship with 
God and all relationships flounder 
when not enough time is given to 
them, writes Marion Pyke. 

People often ask me to help them with 
prayer and a common cry is ‘I just can’t 
pray, I’m stuck, I can’t find time, I feel so 
dry inside, nothing will come.’ We pray 
together corporately in church but the 
problem seems to be when we find our- 
selves talking to God on our own. People 
who have prayed all their lives suddenly 
run out of words and inclination. 

The busyness of life can be a block to a 
satisfying prayer life. We need to nurture 
that sacred inner centre of ourselves where 
prayer springs from our God centre. 

I am an Oblate of the Community of St 
Mary the Virgin at Wantage and part of my 
Rule of life is to say the Daily Office, usual- 
ly Lauds first thing in the morning and 
Compline on going to bed. As an Oblate I 
live outside the convent and am married. 
The Divine Office is recited daily by the sis- 


ters of the CSMV and part of my daily Rule 
of Life as an Oblate, is to join in everyday 
with that prayer, wherever I might be.’ 

The other part of my Rule is to go regu- 
larly to the community for quiet days and 
retreats throughout the year. Someone said 
once it was like going on holiday with your 
favourite person and giving them your 
undivided attention. 

I recommend to those of you who are 
‘stuck’ the benefits of a few hours away 
from your normal domestic situation. I 
have the privilege of taking groups of peo- 
ple from my own church to Wantage and I 
witness the transformation after a day in 
solitude with God. We usually begin in a 
small group with some inspiring words to 


contemplate on and we then find a con 
fortable chair away from everyone else ; 
maybe spend an hour in relaxation witf 
God. 

This pattern continues throughout th 
day. When nothing is forced or contrive 
prayer will often start to flow again, it’s 
being with God without distraction that 
seems to cause the dam to burst. Sileno 
isn’t for everyone, but I do believe that 
has to be tried and when it is carefully 
guided by someone who can reassure yc 
along the way, it has great benefits. 

Marion Pyke is a Licensed Lay Minister c 
St Peter’s Churchy Caversham and is in her 
second year on the Ordained Local Ministry 
Scheme . 


For details of prayer retreats please call: 

The Community of St.Mary the Virgin, Wantage, 01235 763141 
The Community of St. John the Baptist. Kidlington: 01865 855320 
Charney Manor near Wantage, Quaker House: 01235 868206 
For help with prayer, contact Marion Pyke on 0118 9475834 


Vibrant Christian communities:Necklac] 


T HE RAF Falcons Display Team 

descended as It’s Raining Men blasted 
from the sound system during the 
launch party of the NECKLACE project in 
Carterton. 

Around 600 people attended the event, 
which was funded by £2,000 donated by 
developers on Carterton’s Shilton Park 
Estate. The party was arranged by the Revd 
Roy Turner, team vicar of Brize Norton and 
Carterton, who went on to lead the NECK- 
LACE project. 

He said: ‘We planned for about six 
months before we planted the church in St 
John the Evangelist Church of England 
Primary School. It has always been a team 
effort. It’s a privilege to lead the team, 
which came from St Britius Church, Brize 
Norton. We established a vision with the 
churches in Carterton and Brize Norton 
and we decided to start off.’ 

NECKLACE stands for North East 
Carterton Key to Life And Caring for 
Everyone (NECKLACE). 

Mr Turner said: ‘We threw the party in the 
grounds of the school with the money from 
the developers. I wanted people to know 
that being involved in church is not always 
about wanting people to put their hands in 
their pockets. I had a tear in my eye when 
the Falcons leapt in. ’ 

Since then the NECKLACE project has 
focused on looking after the spiritual needs 
of the community. Shilton Park Cafe 
Church (SPCC) is an informal service which 
meets on the first and third Sunday of each 
month in St John’s Primary School Hall. 





The Revd Roy Turner is pictured (centre) during the nativity performance at Foxbury Farm. Pic: NECKLAC 


NECKLACE’S other activities include the 
Buggy Club, for children aged nought to 
three and their carers, which meets on 
Fridays in term time at the school as well as 
the regular Family Hour of craft activities 
and one off bam dances and treasure hunts 
for the community. More recently the Jesus 
and Me (JAM) after-school club has been 
launched. 

The NECKLACE puppets regularly per- 
form at the cafe church and St Britius 
Church and the puppeteers include four 


teenagers. 

Last year for the first time NECKLACE 
performed a nativity in a bam at Foxbur 
Farm. Mr Turner said: ‘The cattle were 
ing and the adults were all in costumes a 
did reflections as the main nativity chara 
ters, on the birth of Jesus. 



To find out more visit 

www.shiltonparkchurch.org 
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Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard revealed his Living Faith vision with five priorities: 
the sacred centre, making disciples, shaping confident collaborative leadership, creating vibrant 
mmunities and making a difference in the world. Here the Door takes a look at some of the exciting 
priorities are already being lived out 

Making a difference in the world 

R UNNING a Fairtrade stall every 
week at church means Ed is 
making a difference in the devel- 
oping world while helping develop a 
sense of community in his own parish. 

The 16-year-old AS level student, 
who set up the stall about nine months 
ago at St Paul’s, Bledlow Ridge, near 
High Wycombe, said: ‘We had been 
thinking about doing this for some 
time. When I read about the Oxford 
Diocese becoming Fairtrade, that gave 
me the poke I needed to actually do it. 

‘At first we trialled it to see what 
response we would get and it’s proved 
really popular. It brings the communi- 
ty of the church together. I’ve had 
conversations with people I wouldn’t 
have spoken to otherwise. 

‘I think it’s just important to remem- 
ber that not everyone is as lucky as we 
are and that’s the whole Fairtrade 
idea. I am helping people in the devel- 
oping world who don’t have all of the 
benefits I’ve grown up with and learn- 
ing business skills at the same time. We 
are hoping Fairtrade will grow 
through the village, and be available to 
everyone, not just churchgoers.’ 


fit 


Confident, collaborative leadership 


S t Peter’s Didcot is a housing estate 
parish in a rapidly growing town. 
The church building dates from the 
1970s, and the congregation reflects the 
diverse backgrounds and ages of the pop- 
ulation in general. 

St Peter’s has its own priest-in-charge, 
the Revd Edward Carter, but since 2005 
it has also had a Ministry Team. This 
comprises all of the Licensed Lay 
Ministers and two other people who 
were selected just over a year ago for 
specific roles. 

They were selected after the whole 
congregation were given prayer cards 
on Advent Sunday, asking them to pray 
about who should be selected for those 
roles. People could then suggest names 
privately to a third party and the sugges- 


tions were then followed up in a series 
of conversations. 

On Easter Day last year an announce- 
ment was made as to who had been cho- 
sen. 

As the Team has grown, and as time 
has passed, so trust has been built and 
collaboration made possible. The mem- 
bers have different skills and different 
amounts of time to give, but monthly 
Sunday afternoon meetings and an 
annual away day have allowed a number 
of new developments in the life of St 
Peter’s to be discussed and planned. A 
Key Supporters initiative is being 
launched which has identified all the 
co-ordinator or leadership roles at St 
Peter’s. It is ensuring that proper sup- 
port is in place for the volunteers. 


Mr Carter said: ‘In some areas of our 
life as a church we’ve already been able 
to clarify expectations and improve sup- 
port structures. 

‘I’m excited to see confidence grow- 
ing on the part of our key players, and 
we’ve also uncovered a few areas where 
we’d like a role to be filled. Beforehand 
we didn’t quite realise there was a gap.’ 

He added: ‘Although much of the 
fruit arising out of today’s ministry at St 
Peter’s will only be known well into the 
future, the congregation size has grown 
significantly over the past few years and 
the church is also more financially 
secure. Confident, collaborative min- 
istry, built on the foundations of the 
past, is contributing to a healthy life in 
the present.’ 


Making Disciples: The Emmaus Course 


I N Wallingford around 70 people 
have taken part in the Emmaus 
Christian nurture course to find out 
more about what their faith means. 

The Revd David Rice, team rector, 
said Emmaus was set up two years ago, 
after The Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell, called for more 
nurture courses in local churches. 

Mr Rice said: ‘Bishop Stephen said “a 
church without a nurture unit is like a 
hospital without a maternity unit”.’ 

The scheme began as local churches 


recruited people to lead and co-lead 
the groups. Since then there have been 
Emmaus groups run specifically for 
young people, and it has even been 
used as preparation for confirmation. 

Mr Rice said: ‘We are trying really 
hard to find ways of giving people the 
opportunity to explore more of the 
Christian faith. 

‘I think it’s encouraged us all to think 
more carefully about what our faith 
means. I think one of its great strengths 
is that it has made links across parishes. 


‘It’s given people the chance to get to 
know one another much better. What 
has also been very positive is that it has 
allowed people who have been going to 
church for years to ask questions in an 
open way.’ 


jjmg 


To find out more visit 

www.e-mmaus.org.uk 


AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 


QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 


, Jk REE SPECIALIST 
W CATALOGUE 

__ ^ AVAILABLE 

National 
Fruit 
Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) ana many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 


ihilljsle of Wight 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: infoGdeaconsnurseryfrurts.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 


GOOD 

NEWS 

CRUSADE 


GOOD NEWS CRUSADE 

FAMILY CAMP 

An event for everyone - of all ages! 

Taunton Racecourse Somerset 
1 st-7th August 2009 

Contact Anne on 01726 72282 / 70244 

Book before 1st July for discount. 
www.gnc.org.uk 


A 


& 
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New and Used Cars to your doori 


For Churches, Church members & Charities 
Free delivery to your door (in the UK) 
1,000s of used cars to choose from 
Big discounts on new cars 
Part exchange 
on any car 


Cars from only £1995 


JTjhj’J" 
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Telephone: 0114 255 9696 

Email: sales@prioryautomotive.co.uk 

www.prioryautomotive.com 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


just, Jjjj| 

/card' www.i 
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PDB Pilgrimages 



Experience special places 
Meet interesting people 
Develop your spiritual 
awareness 
Enjoy! 


Booking is now open for: 

24th September to 1st October 2009 
Celtic Spirituality 

8 day guided tour in Ireland. 

Includes flights, luxury coach travel, accommodation, visits and 
meetings. 

Cost £1 ,386 per person 

July 9th - 16th 2010 Oberammergau 

Includes: flights and luxury coach travel, 

6 days in Austrian Tyroll, three guided excursions and tickets for the 
Passion Play. Cost £1182 per person 

(All costs based on two people sharing) 

For full details and booking forms, contact: 

Rev’d. Paul Baird, 5 Kensington Close, Bishopstoke, Hampshire 
SO50 6NS - Tel: 07894 413996 
Email: Pauldbaird@aol.com 


EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 


IS NOW ON SKY 
- CHANNEL 589 


jgggsggmgg 


Radio is on channel 0147 


i : ■ :■ •*& miim 


For information & free monthly 
programme call 

08700 636734 




OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 


Call an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 


m 




We'll save you time: 

Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 

We'll give you total peace of 
mind: 

♦ Minimum 12 months parts 
b labour guarantee 

♦ Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 
HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

We'll give you excellent value: 

♦ Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying power 
Cars from just £2,995 
Part exchanges welcome 

♦ Finance available 

www.autosave.co.uk 


hoped tor. 

Rev & Mrs Laws 
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Finance Available 


Call now: 0845 122 6902 


autosave# 
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Courses, training, conferences & workshops in March 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the April 2009 issue is 9 March. 


Bun 1 


DORCHESTER ABBEY: Evensong at 
6pm, followed by refreshments with 
talk on “Ways in to the Bible" by Revd 
Canon David Winter and Revd Canon 
Giles Goddard. Details 01 865 
340007/341192. 

AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: 

Creative, contemplative ‘Fresh 
Expressions’ worship at St Michael and 
All Angels at 6pm. Imaginative use of 
teaching, liturgy, music and stillness. 
Details 01494 726680. 

Tues 3 


OXFORD: Lecture at Regent’s Park 
College, Pusey Street at 5pm. ‘Darwinian 
Variants’ by Dr Cunningham, University of 
Nottingham. 



READING: St Mary Magdalen, 
Tilehurst at 7.30pm. Rutter ‘Requiem’ 
by the Reading concert singers and 
orchestra. Progs £6 (£3 under 1 6). 
Details 01 18 9425290. 

READING: St Mary’s Minster at 
6.15pm. Sung Eucharist by the Minster 
midweek choir. Service setting - Byrd - 
four part mass. 

Thur 5 


STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, 
Stoke Poge Farm, Park Road, SL2 
4PG. ‘Starting with Me’ by The Revd 
Mike Withers from 1 0am - 1 2.30pm. 
Details 01753 644273. 

Frl 6 


CLIFTON HAMPDEN: Mairead 
Maguire will preach at the Women’s 
World Day of Prayer Service at Clifton 
Hampden Church at 7 pm. 

BLETCHLEY: Queensway Methodist 
Church, Queensway, Bletchley. 
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service 
to be held at 1 0.30am. Speaker is 
Major Janey Thornton. Details 01908 
376302. 

READING: Organ recital by Ray 
Isaacson at St Mary’s Minster, Reading 
at 1 2.15pm. 

Sat 7 


OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
at 1 1 am. Books of Remembrance 
ceremony. The service will be followed 
by refreshments in the Priory Room. 

Sun 8 


DORCHESTER ABBEY: Mairead 
Maguire will preach at the Sung 
Communion at 10.15am. Evensong at 
6pm, followed by refreshments and talk 
by The Bishop of Oxford ‘Using the 
Bible in our personal discipleship’. 
Details 01 865 340007/341 1 92. 


Church Mission Society 
Conference: Friday 6 - Sunday 8 
March. ‘Encouraging Mission’. To be 
held at High Leigh, Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire. Details 0118 969 5039 
or email jane.fulford@btinternet.com 

Bracknell Deanery Training Day: 

‘Order out of Chaos’ on Saturday 1 4 
March at 1 0am until 3.30pm at Ranelagh 
School, Bracknell. Cost £5 (bring own 
lunch). Details 01344 882918 
anthony.locksride@btinternet.com 


CHALFONT ST PETER: Evensong at 
6.30pm, followed by the laying-on of 
hands for healing at St Peter’s Church. 
Free parking. Details 01494 792627. 

Wed 11 


READING: St Agnes at 7.30pm. 
Rutter ‘Requiem’ by Reading concert 
singers and orchestra. Progs £6 (£3 
under 16). Details 0118 9425290. 

OXFORD: Council of Christians and 
Jews. ‘The use of history for Jews and 
Christians’ by The Rt Revd Bishop 
William Kenney at the Garrard Room, 
Harris Manchester College, Mansfield 
Road at 8pm. 

Frl 13 


OXFORD: Union Group open meeting 
at 1 Canterbury Road, North Oxford 
from 1 2.30pm (coffee) until 2pm, bring 
your own lunch. All welcome. Speaker: 
The Revd Dr Darrell Hannah ‘The 
Origin of the Four Gospel Canon’. 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: 

St Michael & All Angels Church at 
7.30pm. ‘O for the wings of a dove’ - a 
concert to celebrate the anniversaries 
of Purcell, Handel, Haydn and 
Mendelssohn. Tickets £8 (£5 cone). 
Details 01494 726680. 

Sun IS 


DORCHESTER ABBEY: Evensong at 
6pm, followed by refreshments with 
talk on ‘Using the Bible in medical 
ethics’ by The Revd Dr Margaret 
Whipp. Details 01865 340007/ 
341192. 

COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church. 
Compline by candlelight at 6.30pm - 
7pm. 

OLD AMERSHAM: Church of St 
Mary. Evening service at 6pm followed 
by laying-on of hands prayers for 
wholeness with members of the Order 
of St Luke in England. Details 01494 
792627. 

WITNEY: Wood Green School. ‘Rock’ 
- a musical composed and conducted 
by Roger Jones with national touring 
cast and local choir at 4pm and 
7.30pm. Tickets from St Andrew’s 
Bookshop, Witney. Details 01993 
771452. Also on in Banbury on 22 
March (see page 1 5 for further 
details.) 

ASTON CLINTON: St Michael & All 
Angels Parish Church at 6pm. The 
Occasional Choir will perform choral 
music by Byrd and his contemporaries. 
Tickets £8 (£5 students and U 1 8s) 
available on the door. Details 01296 
485142. 

Tue 17 


OXFORD: Lent Concert at The 


Day conference on dealing the 
scars Of conflict*: The Abbey, Sutton 
Courtenay and The World Congress of 
Faiths invite you to a day conference on 
Saturday 7 March at 9.30am - 6.30pm 
at The Abbey. Details 01 235 847401 . 
www.theabbey.uk.com 

University of Reading Chaplaincy 
Lecture: Wednesday 1 1 March at 
7.30pm. Salley Vickers will deliver 
lecture on ‘Faith and Imagination’. 
Details chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk 


Chapel, Queen's College at 6.15pm. 
Baroque choral and instrumental music 
and modern icons. Details 
www.op59.net/lent2009 

Thur 19 


OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association: Holy Communion at 
Christ Church Cathedral at 9.45am 
with the Bishop of Dorchester followed 
by talk ‘Looking back at Lambeth’. 
Details roland@canonmeredith.free- 
online.co.uk 

BUCKINGHAM: St Peter and St Paul 
at 7.30pm. Concert by the 
Buckingham Chamber Orchester. 
Haydn celebration evening no.1. 
Tickets £1 0 (free for U1 8s). www. 
bucksorchestra.org.uk 

Fri 20 


WINDSOR: St John the Baptist, High 
Street present ‘Redemption Song’ by 
Riding Lights theatre company at 
7.30pm. Tickets £5, available on the 
door. Details 01 753 869333. 

Sat 21 


ASTON CLINTON: St Michael & All 
Angels Parish Church at 7.30pm. 
Harpsichord Recital by Adrian Davis. 
Tickets £8 (£5 students and U18s) 
available on the door. Details 01 296 
485142. 

Sun 22 


COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church. 
Eucharist for Mothering Sunday at 
6.30pm. Music led by the boys’ choir. 

DORCHESTER ABBEY: Evensong at 
6pm, followed by refreshments with 
talk on ‘Using the Bible to consider the 
environmental crisis of the 21st 
century’ by Dr Martin Hodson. Details 
01865 340007/341192. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: The King’s 
Singers and Hendon Salvation Army 
Band in concert at The Swan Theatre 
at 7pm. Tickets £16 - 01494 512000. 

Tues 24 


OXFORD: Lent Concert at The 
Chapel, Queen’s College at 6.15pm. 
Baroque choral and instrumental music 
and modern icons. Details 
www.op59.net/lent2009 

Fri 27 


FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying-on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 



ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD: All 

Saints Church at 7.30pm. ‘Melodies’ - 
A concert celebrating the sparkling 
world of French song. Free entry. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 

1 1 .15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 1-1.1 Opm Praying 
at One (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1 pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 
Cathedral Office - 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 


Courses & special events 
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Teach**'® 


newwme 


FOR BEST RATES BOOK ONLINE BEFORE 31 MARCH 2009 


NORTH AND EAST 

25-31 JULY 2009 NEWARK & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY SHOWGROUND, NEWARK 

LONDON AND SOUTH EAST 

25-31 JULY 2009 ROYAL BATH & WEST SHOWGROUND, SHEPTON MALLET 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH WEST 

2-8 AUGUST 2009 ROYAL BATH & WEST SHOWGROUND, SHEPTON MALLET 
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The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and uncompro- 
mising newspaper which aims 
to put Jesus back at the 
centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as 
well. 

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
groundbreaking exclusives 
and insight from The Son’s 
brilliant team of columnists. 

The Easter edition of The 
Son will be published in 
early March and includes 
stories on Lewis Hamilton, 

Ka Ka, Yazz and many more. 

It’s an ideal tool for out- 
reach at Easter... why not 
use The Son to reach your 
community 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 
01752 225623. 

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!’ 

Jeremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 


The Son. 




SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


CORNWALL 

Bramble Cottage, Mousehole 
2 bedroom fisherman ’s cottage, 
magnificant views from all 
windows over Mousehole 
Harbour, Mounts Bay & The 
Lizard Peninsula. On coastal 
path to Lamoma Cove etc 
For brochure 
call 01588 680316 


NORTH SOMERSET 


Self-catering Garden 
Cottage 

Village location near 
Weston-Super-Mare 
Sleeps 2-3 
Ideal for exploring 
Mendips, Coast 
or for a quiet retreat. 
Contact: 01934 820 770 
Short breaks available 



Secluded 
log cabins 

Pets welcome 
Beach nearby 

Short breaks 


Holidays abroad 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensurte) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort Golf. 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

unvw. wolstenhomes. co. uk 


LOIRE VALLEY 

Well-equipped cottage in 
beautiful Montreuil-Bellay, near 
Saumur. Large garden and 
courtyard. Vineyards, kayaking, 
swimming, chateaux nearby. 
Sleeps 4-6. £250-£375 per week. 
Tel: 01494 729258 
nicholas.denton@tesco.net 



r ' Romantic 

ppelf catering in 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
©derful views, historic 




Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saumur is available 
from April to mid October. 


Simply furnished but with mod cons; 
fishing from the garden; good food, 
swimming, cycling, tennis etc nearby 
£250 to £500 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible. Sleeps up to 6+. 
Contact on 

Evenings: 01993 813569 or 
Anytime: 07976 438336 


CYPRUS 


PAPHOS -3 Bedroom ground 
floor apartment, small 
complex, pool A/C, garden, 
close to amenities. 

No smokers. 


Crtspfemclde: 01980 611372 
crispin.lilckle@btintemet.com 

www.klrkee.fsnet.co.nk 


MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 

High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, dose 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 

Tel 01934 852718 
booking8@menorcanvilia.info 


CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 4 5 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @cornishholiday homes .net 
www.cornishholidayhomes.net 



Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 


CRANTOCK 

North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage sleeps 7 plus 
cot, 8 minutes walk 
from beach Available all 
year, Short Break and 
Holidays Please ring 
for brochure 
01494 474884 


Beautiful 
Costwold Village 

Burford area 

Small self-contained flat, 
£32 per night for 2 people. 

For further details 
or brochure, please call: 

01367 860312 


NEW LUXURY 
SIX-BERTH 
CARAVAN 
in Weymouth 
for brochure 
or info 
call 07811 

343335 


Travel Insurance 


Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Price increases are due end of March. Buy your 
Travel insurance now 81 receive £20 discount per 
annual policy & get last year's price. Maximum 
age 85 years of age 

Any single trip duration up to one year available 
to everyone up to 85 years of age 



For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 




Could It 
Be You? 



The loss of a loved one 
can be an emotional as 
well as stressful time. 
There are many profes- 
sionals who can ease the 


MW1R. GraV£ Tending §£rvie£s 

Tending the grave of a loved one has now become increasingly difficult for 
many people. Through personal experience I realise just how difficult it can 
be for those who may be elderly, sick or disabled to find a way of 
keeping a loved one’s grave well eared for in their absence. Equally 
location and the demands of a busy lifestyle can cause problems in finding 
time to visit the cemetery on a regular basis. 

MW'R offer a high quality grave care service performed 
in a dignified and professional manner. 

Tel: (01494) S 81119 • Mobile: 07941 653833 
0-mail: info@mwrgravetendingserviees.eo.uk 
Web: www.mwrgravetendingserviees.eo.uk 



burden of preparation for a 
funeral with their expert- 
ise and personal service. 
This Bereavement Guide 
gives details of a few such 
organisations to help you 
in your time of need or to 
make things easier for 
your loved ones if you 
wish to plan ahead 
through purchasing a Pre 
Payment Funeral Plan. 

To find about advertising 
in this focus, telephone the 
Cornerstone Christian 
Media team on 01752 
225623 


Would you like to support your local school 
with R.E. 8 Collective Worship? Then join us for... 

R.E.MATTERS 

A day conference equipping you & your church 

Wednesday 11th March 2009 10am- 4pm 
At St Nicolas Church, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, Reading 
£25 per person including lunch, refreshments & resources 

R.E.matters is organised by REinspired, Since 2000 we 
have been working successfully with 20 churches in 
11 primary schools 8 2 secondary schools delivering 
creative assemblies 6 engaging R.E. sessions based 
on the curriculum. 

To book a place or to find out what we do call us on 
0118 966 3929, email events@reinspired.org.uk or visit 

www.reinspired.org.uk 


Parish Office Secretary 

The Marlow Area Team Parish wishes to 
appoint a Parish Office Secretary. The 
Secretary will be responsible for running 
the office efficently and supervising a team 
of dedicated volunteers under management 
of the Parish Wardens. 

The person appointed will be able to 
demonstrate: 

• good oral and written communications skills; 

• accurate typing; 

• experience of Microsoft Office 
applications, including Word and Excel: 
familiarity with a database package would 
also be helpful; 

• the ability to organise and motivate others. 

A knowledge of the basic structures of a 
Church of England parish would also be 
advantageous, but full induction training 
will be given. 

The post is part time, 15 hours per week, 
three hours each day on the five days 
Monday to Friday to include a maximum of 
one evening per month. Remunerationm £8 
per hour. 

Applications should be made in writing to 
be received by 23rd March 2009 by the 
Parish Wardens: 

Mrs S. Glyn-Woods and Mr. E. Baker 
The Parish Office 
The Causeway 
Marlow SL7 2AA 


STAFF VACANCIES 

Emmanuel Christian School, 
Oxford, requires an Infant 
or Junior Teacher for 
September 2009 and a 
Nursery Assistant for 
April 2009. 

For more information phone 
01 865 395236 or email 
admin@ecschool.org.uk 


GREENS FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 

21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, Witney, 

Oxford & Memorial Showroom 

Telephone 01993 776486 























♦UNICEF (published in The Lancet, September 2008) f78.3% of your donations goes direct to charitable activities.The rest goes to generating funds and governance. 
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THE Resurrection accounts are sto- 
ries of encounter with God. In 
Trevor Dennis’ The Easter Stories 
(SPCK) the reader is invited to step 
outside time into a world where 
death no longer holds sway. The 
Door has three copies to give away 
in this month’s prize draw. To stand 
a chance of winning, send your 
name and address to The Easter 
Stories Competition, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB. The 
closing date is Monday, 9 March. 


HOIRS from Witney and Banbury 
will be providing the backing vocals 
for the musical Rock later this 
month. 

Rock , by composer Roger Jones, tells the 
story of Simon Peter. Starting in Caesarea at 
the house of Cornelius in Acts chapter 10, 
the story unfolds in flashbacks. It shows 
Peter, called away from his fishing nets, his 
years on the road alongside Jesus and the 
other disciples and his triumphs and failures. 

Jesus called Peter ‘a rock’ - but, as the 
story unfolds, it is clear that only through 
Jesus Christ is Peter - and are we - on solid 
ground. Jesus himself is truly The Rock. 

The musical will visit Oxfordshire on its 
40-date national tour with its cast of actors, 
dancers and musicians. Each performance 
will be conducted by Roger Jones himself. At 
each venue, a choir made up of local singers 
will provide the backing vocals. 

Rock is Roger’s 21st musical - earlier works 
include Jerusalem Joy , While Shepherds Watched , 
Saints Alive and Jailbreak - and this will be his 
last nationwide tour, though he will contin- 
ue to write musicals. 

Rock will be performed at Wood Green 
School, Witney, on Sunday, 15 March at 
4pm and 7.30 pm; tickets are obtainable 


from St Andrew’s Bookshop, Witney, or 
from Shirley Enoch on 01993-771452. 

On Sunday, 22 March it will be performed 
at St Mary’s Church, Horsefair, Banbury, at 
7.30 pm. 

Tickets are obtainable from Jenny Smith 
on 01295 711915, or from The Mustard 
Seed Christian Bookshop, Marlborough 


Street Methodist Church, Banbury, 07879 
057401. 




To find out more visit: 

www.cmm.org.uk. 


World Vision 


will I ever see 




birthday? 

9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases* Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p‘ a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these. . .you did it to me.” 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 


Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 10 or visit worldvision.org.uk 
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Heritage passed on after £1.2m 



The new interior of St Mary Bredin Church 


A CHURCH believes it can pass on Chris- 
tian heritage to the next generation fol- 
lowing a huge refurbishment, which was 
helped by a Kingdom Bank loan. 

The 400-strong St Mary Bredin Church 
in Canterbury has completed a £1.2million 
refurbishment of its premises. The work 
was the first to be done on the building 
since the 1950s. 

The church raised £750,000 through 
donations, got a grant from the diocese for 
£1 00,000, and borrowed a further £300,000 
from Kingdom Bank. 

The refurbishment has resulted in a new 


foyer, new heating, better lighting, a state- 
of-the-art PA system with visual equip- 
ment, extra offices and a meeting room and 
a new floor. 

And church leaders believe the project 
will allow the Christian message to be 
preached for years to come. 

Simon Webster, who is on the Parochial 
Church Council, said: “The building was 
very tatty and was desperate for work do- 
ing on it. The electrics were on the way out 
and the heating was almost non-existent. 
All in all, it wasn’t a very nice building. 

“The objective was to get something 


warm, welcoming and modem and that’s 
now what we’ve got. The congregation is 
chuffed to bits. As the building was passed 
to our generation in a good state, we have 
that responsibility to pass it on to the next 
generation. It’s been turned from a run- 
down 1950s building to a 21st century 
building.” 

Simon, who works as an independent 
financial advisor, said dealing with King- 
dom Bank and law firm Robinsons was a 
pleasure. 

He added: “We’re very grateful. The 
money was lent at an attractive commer- 


Bank’s building on 
strong foundations 


By Guy Priestley 

Kingdom Bank Chief Executive 

WHAT a year 2008 was! I ar- 
rived in Kingdom Bank on the 
1st September, barely a week 
before the financial crisis hit - 
so the next three months were 
amazing. Despite everything, our 
deposits grew 17% and our lend- 
ing 32% 

Most importantly, we have 
helped 54 churches to buy a place 
of worship, or refurbish the one 
they already have, to the greater 
glory of God. At more than one 
a week, this is Kingdom Bank’s 
Mission: a heartfelt ‘thank you’ 
to all the customers who have 
made this possible - you are in 
our prayers. Thank you also to 
the wonderful Kingdom Bank 
team of staff who have worked 
so hard this year to achieve this 
result. 

I need hardly remind you 
how volatile the financial mar- 
kets were last year. However, 
through God’s grace, the con- 
servative policies of our Board 
and a lot of hard work. Kingdom 
Bank came through not just un- 
scathed but buoyant. 

1 am especially happy to say 
that only a tiny number of our 
borrowing customers have so far 
had any problems, and by work- 
ing with them we have ensured 
that we have not had to repos- 
sess a single property. This is 
important to us, and we shall 
continue to do our very best to 
work honestly, constructively 
and transparently with our cus- 
tomers, putting God at the centre 
of all we do. 

Also in 2008, Kingdom Bank 
gave over £35.000 to charity, and 
completed the groundwork for a 



Looking forward: Guy Priestley 

new computer system which we 
shall install in 2009 to the ben- 
efit of all. The Kingdom ethos 
includes a healthy commitment 
to enjoying life, so individu- 
ally and collectively we have 
been involved in several charity 
events such as Wear Pink Day, 
and Chris Sheldon’s Santa Fun 
Run with his son; and expect to 
hear more of Simon Butler, the 
racing vicar, in his Kingdom 
Bank-sponsored Formula Ford! 

And what of 2009? The re- 
cession is expected to last at 
least until 2010, so this year will 
again challenge all of us. None- 
theless, our Mission remains un- 
changed: we are not just a bank, 
but exist ‘To glorify the Lord Je- 
sus Christ by providing distinc- 
tive Savings, Loans, Insurance 
and Investment products which 
advance His Kingdom, chang- 
ing lives.’ 

We have a great team, a solid 
balance sheet and wonderful cus- 
tomers; the Board has approved 
plans for solid growth and new 
products, as ever supporting yet 
more growth of God’s Kingdom 
on earth. 

Kingdom Bank has strong 
foundations, and by God’s Grace 
we shall fulfil our Mission whilst 
observing the highest standards 
of probity and complying with 
all discriminatory and other rel- 
evant regulation. 


Pastures new 
for homeless 


FACING the threat of living on the 
streets, partially-sighted Stewart 
didn't know what to do. 

So he turned to Pastor Pete Cun- 
ningham and mentioned his predica- 
ment to the ever-smiling minister. 

Within a few days. Pastor Pete - as 
he is affectionately known - delivered 
great news to Stewart... he’d found 
him a flat. 

Pastor Pete was in the position 
to be able to find an empty property 
quickly because he is a Director at 
not-for-profit homeless organisation 
Green Pastures. 

Stewart said: “Green Pastures 

saved my bacon. The landlord where 
I lived sold up and the new landlord 
didn’t want us to stay in. I mentioned 
it to Pastor Pete and he came back and 
said, ‘I’ve got a lovely flat.’ If it hadn’t 
been for Green Pastures I’d probably 
be on the streets, or a lot worse off 
than I am now.” 

Stewart’s glowing reference to 
Green Pastures is one of many, and 
is a testament to the organisation’s 
relentless work to eradicate homeless- 
ness in the UK. 

Green Pastures started life when 



Tenant: Stewart 

Pastor Pete was approached by a 
young family who needed a home in 
1999. He said: “I have always had a 
heart for the broken and homeless and 
I cashed in my £6,000 pension plan to 
buy a property.” 

With the help of his son, Andrew, 
and co-director Vicki Woodley two 
flats were bought for cash and Green 
Pastures took root. 

Since then, the organisation, based 
in Southport, Merseyside, has bought 
properties in towns and cities around 
the UK. 

And according to Pastor Pete, with- 
out the support of organisations such 
as Kingdom Bank, it would be a lot 
more difficult to get the funds to buy 


properties to house the homeless. 

He said: “With Kingdom Bank, you 
are dealing with people who under- 
stand our ethos at a grassroots level. 

“They have been able to support us 
in this work and have helped us buy 
a property in Stoke with the Christian 
charity Saltbox, where we were able 
to house ex-offenders.” 

As a result of this work, which 
included other churches in the town, 
eight people came to know the Lord 
and, Pastor Pete said, the reoffending 
rate dropped. 

Pastor Pete believes that if every 
church worked together, the UK’s 
homeless issue could be solved by 
buying up repossessed homes and 
giving the homeless a roof over their 
head. 

“I’ve written to the Government 
and banks to ask if they can notify 
us of repossessions that are likely to 
come through the buy-to-let market. 
Thousands face eviction because of 
the failure of landlords,” he added. 

“People don’t need food or cloth- 
ing, they need a home of their own, 
and through its understanding, King- 
dom Bank has helped us do that.” 


Accounts are launched as 


ARE you frustrated with the current low rates which 
get lower month by month? We have listened to your 
comments and put together two new accounts to help. 

To protect your ISA savings with Base Rate so low, we 
can now offer a FIXED RATE ISA with a special intro- 
ductory rate of 2.5% AER. This account has all the tax 


free benefits of an ISA, but you can be certain that the 
rate will not change for a year. 

BETTER 

The minimum balance is a full year’s contribution of 
£3,600, but you can also transfer the full balance from 
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renovation 

cial rate which I was deliriously happy about. 
Kingdom Bank could not have been easier 
to deal with. They understand the concept of 
Christian giving where a secular bank might 
not have. 

“They understand that people give sacri- 
ficially, even if the figures don't stack up in 
business-terms. The process of this renova- 
tion could not have gone better. 

“Kingdom Bank proved to be very 
reliable and professional in both the way 
they assessed our application in a sensitive 
manner and in managing the process to releas- 
ing the money. We are pleased that we chose 
them for our finance.” 
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Warm welcome: the new foyer of the church 







Churches have role 
in ‘bringing hope’ 

CHURCHES have an important role to play 
in bringing hope in the face of today’s eco- 
nomic challenges. Communities Secretary 
Hazel Blears has said. 

Speaking at the Kingdom Bank-spon- 
sored Evangelical Alliance Life Beyond 
Debt conference, Ms Blears pointed to the 
example set by Jesus in bringing hope to the 
people around him. She went on to praise 
Christians who demonstrate their faith with 
practical action. 

During the day, a campaign was launched 
to encourage local churches to offer practi- 
cal pastoral support to congregations and 
local communities and to challenge Chris- 
tian attitudes to wealth and possessions. 



Pastor Pete clears the garden of one of Green Pastures’ homes 


a boost for savers 


previous year ISA contributions, whether 
with other providers or with us already. To 
get a better interest rate than Call Direct 
we can now offer the Postal 32 Account. 

Styled on our existing Postal 60, the ac- 
count only ties up your money for 32 days. 


Suitable for all types of customer whether 
personal. Church, charity or business, this 
is a simple to operate postal account. 

Call us today to get full details of these 
or any other of our accounts. Contact us 
on (0115) 921 7250. 


Debt charity given 
injection of funds 


KINGDOM Bank has announced details of 
the donations made to charities in 2008 after 
another successful year. 

The cash gifts are part of its commitment to 
donate 20% of profi t to chari ties. The primary 
beneficiary for 2009 - decided by the Board 
of Directors - was debt counselling organisa- 
tion Christians Against Poverty (CAP). 

Guy Priestley, Chief Executive Officer, 
said: “CAP provides a unique, life-transform- 
ing service to people struggling with debt, 
and which does much more than just consoli- 
date that debt. 

DEMAND 

“Demand for its service is sadly growing, 
so we were delighted to choose CAP as our 
lead charity for 2009.” 

CAP has more than 80 centres around 


the country, and practical help is delivered 
through local churches to those worried about 
debt. 

A CAP spokesman said: “We are very 
grateful for the support from Kingdom Bank 
of the work of Christians Against Poverty. 

“With the problem of debt growing con- 
stantly, it is vital that CAP expands its service 
to reach more poor and socially marginalised 
people across the UK.” 

Kingdom Bank has donated to 26 other 
charities this year, including a donation to the 
London Institute of Contemporary Christian- 
ity, which equips Christians to engage bibli- 
cally and relevantly with the daily issues they 
face. 

Further donations were made to the runners 
up in the Faith works Awards and to organ isa-. 
tions selected by each member of our staff. 



Christian Savings 4DIRECD 

Suitable for individuals, churches, charities and trusts. Whether 
you're saving a lump sum as an investment or need instant access, 
we have the account for you. 

Church Mortgages ◄DIRECTS 

We specialise in assisting UK Churches & Charities, whether you 
need to buy, build, extend or develop. Our specialists understand 
your income and can guide you every step of the way. 

Church Insurance ◄DIRECTS 

An independent broker offering a range of insurance including 
church and charity insurance, trustee indemnity insurance and 
minibus insurance. Contact us for a quote. 








w Kingdom Bank 

where saviwgs build ch«.rohes 

www.kingdombank.co.uk 
e-mail: info@kingdombank.co.uk 

Kingdom Bank limited registered in Fngiartd and Wales No. 4346834. Authorised and Regulated by the financial Services Authority. 

Kingdom Bank Limited, Ruddington Fields Business Ffcrk. Mere Way. Ruddir.gton, Nottingham NC1 1 6J$ 

SAVINGS • CHURCH MORTGAGES • GENERAL INSURANCE 


Call today on 

0115 921 7250 
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St Philip's Books 


82 St Aldates 


Oxford 


0X1 IRA 



Specialist in rare & secondhand religious books 
Shop in central Oxford, open Mon-Sat 10-5 

Theology Church History Christian Art 

Liturgy & Sacraments Patristics Saints 

Spirituality Biblical Studies Christian Literature 
Philosophy Newman & Oxford Movement 

Free printed catalogues on request 
Collections purchased, theological and mixed 
Over 10,000 books in stock 

01865 202 182 sales@stphilipsbooks.co.uk 
www.stphilipsbooks.co . uk 


WesleyColieqe 

+ iHISTOl 




0 

2009/10 Programme 

Courses can be taken 
Full or Part Time with 
residential facilities 

New Foundation Degree in 
Mission and Ministry 

BA and AAA Degrees in 
Theology and Ministry 

A range of Short Courses 
that can be combined for an 
HE Certificate or Diploma 

Church Leadership Course 

Pastoral Carers’ Course 


An Ecumenical 
Study Centre 
open to all 

Further details are 
available from: 

Wesley College 
College Park Drive 
Henbury Road 
Bristol BS10 7QD 

Tel 0117 959 1200 
Fax 0117 950 1277 

admin<§*wesley -college 

bristol.ac.uk 

www wesley-colleqe- 
bristol.ac.uk 
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Regent’s Park College University of Oxford 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 

Trinity Term 2009 

Public lectures at Regent’s Park College, Pusey St, 0X1 2LB 

Tuesdays at 5pm 

Alternative Worlds 

28 April Ways into Other Worlds: from Gulliver to His Dark Materials 

Professor Peter Hunt, Emeritus, University of Wales, Cardiff 

5 May Into the woods with Will: Shakespeare and ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream’ 

Professor Laurie Maguire, Magdalen College, University of Oxford 

12 May ‘I rest not from my great task! To open the Eternal Worlds’: the 
visions of William Blake 

Professor Christopher Rowland, Dean Ireland’s Professor of the 
Exegesis of Holy Scripture, University of Oxford. 

19 May Women clothed with the sun: 18th century women prophets 

Dr Nancy Cho, Regent’s Park College, University of Oxford, and 
Nottingham Trent University 

26 May News from nowhere: William Morris’s Utopian dreams 

Dr David Leopold, Mansfield College, University of Oxford 

2 June George MacDonald’s Phantastes and Lilith 

Dr Bill Gray, Reader, Department of English, University of Chichester, 
author of Fantasy, myth and the measure of truth, 2008. 

9 June Of other worlds: the science fiction of C.S.Lewis 

Dr Walter Hooper, Literary adviser to the estate of C.S.Lewis 
16 June Why do we need alternative worlds? 

Professor Paul S. Fiddes and Dr Mark Atherton, Regent’s Park 
College, will open discussion on this question. 

The evening will end with a drinks reception. 





“Not so ugly 
Sisters” 

Fullers Finer Furniture introduces 
The Canterbury and York Lecterns. 

These lovely pieces have a futuristic 
feel about them as they have both 
been designed with a fully adjustable gas 
strut height control, internal wiring to take 
a microphone and even an LCD 
monitor for use during presentations, hymn 
singing, for sermon notes and the like. 

As more and more churches are using 
IT equipment these days, this kind of product 
is a must not just in the future but right now 
and fits in with existing pieces in your church. 
The award winning Canterbury and 
its larger sister The York are available in a 
range of finishes and you can even have 
your church logo on the front. Both lecterns 
are on castors for easy movement around 
the church. 

Fullers manufacture all kinds of Church 
Furniture from fonts to frontals, 
communion trays to communion tables. 


* jr 





The Rose of 
English Furniture' 



The Old Coach House, 

53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, 

Somerset BS23 1TR 

Tel/Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 
www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 
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Prayer 6^ reflection 


Out of the darkness 


This Lent Lisa Cornwell 

invites us to face ‘the scream’ 
inside our own head and 
open ourselves up to God. 

he expressionist painting The 
Scream portrays an androgynous 
agonised figure against the 
landscape of an Oslo fjord and a 
dramatic red sky. We are pulled 
into the pain of the painting. Why is it so 
perturbing? It begs the question: is the 
scream external or inside the figure’s 
head? 

In his diary, Munch described his inspira- 
tion behind the painting: 7 was walking 
along a path with two friends - the sun 
was setting - suddenly the sky turned 
blood red . . . there was blood and tongues 
of fire above the blue-black fjord and the 
city - my friends walked on, and I stood 
there trembling with anxiety - and I sense 
an infinite scream passing through nature. ’ 

In the painting the scream is not fleeting. 
The person is trying to block out the 
scream that reverberates around the land- 
scape but they cannot because it is also 
inside their head. The Scream depicts the 
human experience in modern, and for us, 
postmodern times. It expresses the neu- 
rotic pain of a humanity disintegrating into 
despair, captive to a sense of hopeless- 
ness and helplessness. 

The era of optimism in human progress 
has passed. There is no longer a shared 
story; we have lost our sense of history 
and future. Now raking over the embers of 
the global credit crunch, the Western 
world cannot deny that capitalism without 
a moral compass has failed. 


Disillusionment in the system and those 
responsible has seriously eroded our trust. 
In the painting, the two respectable and 
conventional figures in the background are 
minding their own business, distancing 
themselves from the screamer. 

Can we remain immune to The Scream ? 
1 The whole creation has been groaning in 
labour pains until now; and not only 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption 
of our bodies. ’ (Romans 8:22,23) 

As Christians, we are not those without 
hope. We long for the world to be 
redeemed. Our own redemption is bound 
up with the redemption of all of Creation. 
The invitation of Lent is to look beyond 
ourselves to Christ, from selfishness to 
altruism. The temptation of Christ in the 
wilderness was a defining moment. Jesus 
was driven into the wilderness by God’s 
Spirit (Mark 1:12) so that he might face 
and conquer the temptations involved in 
his calling as Messiah before beginning his 
ministry. 

The wilderness was seen as a gloomy 
place of terror, the abode of devils and 
unclean beasts. Yet, the wilderness was 
also symbolic of a deeper struggle. During 
this time, Christ had to come face to face 
with his inner wilderness, all the doubts 
and fears that may have been lurking there 
about his own identity and his task ahead. 

Whether or not you accept a literal devil 
is irrelevant in this respect. Jesus had to 
face the demons within. The challenge of 
Lent is to stay with Christ in his sufferings 
and to remain in him through our own inner 
struggle. Historically, Lent is a time of self- 
examination, penitence, self-denial, study, 
and preparation for Easter. The 40 days 
mirror Jesus’ 40 days of testing in the 
wilderness. 


It is not a comfortable place to be. Our 
salvation has been attained by Christ but 
God still confronts us with our hidden 
selves - our shadow selves, the parts of 
ourselves that we would wish to deny - in 
order that we may be transformed by the 
power of his Spirit. 

Just as Jesus needed time in a desert 
place, we too need time away from others in 
order to encounter God within our own 
depths. Like the debate as to whether the 
scream in the painting is internal or external, 


people often project the darkness within 
as the evil ‘out there’ that needs to be 
eradicated. But we will never be able to 
escape from ourselves. 

This Lent, may we seek to hear the 
‘scream’ in our own heads, so that we may 
be grounded in the reality of who we are 
before God; to be honest, open and real 
before the God who embraces all of us - 
light and dark, refined and shadow. 

Revd Lisa Cornwell is Vicar of 
Crowthorne. 
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The Scream, 1893 (oil, tempera & pastel on cardboard) by Munch, Edvard (1863-1944) Nasjonalgalleriet, Oslo, 
Norway/ The Bridgeman Art Library© Munch Museum/Munch - Ellingsen Group, BONO, Oslo/DACS, London 2009 


March prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. But he 
answered, ‘It is written, “One does not live by 
bread alone but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God. ” ’ (Matt 4:1,4 NRSV) 
Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for 

Sun 1: Lent 1 (David, bishop, missionary to 
Wales) Gaydon Deanery: area dean David 
Hiscock, lay chairman Geoff Strutt 

Mon 2 : Scheme team ministry: clergy David 
Meakn, Andy Bell, Paul Mansell, Philip Mears, Liz 
Welters, Janet Bayly, Nancy Taylor chairman joint 
PCC Nina Newton. 

Tue 3: The people, wardens PCCs and 
support staff of: Dunton, Gran borough, 
Hardwick, Hoggeston, North Marston, Oving, 
Pitchcott, Quainton, Waddesdon, Over 
Winchendon, Reet Marston, Whitchurch, 
Creslow. 

4 Ember Day The Claydons and 
Swan team ministry: clergy David Hiscock, 
Peter Knight, Kay Peck; Angela Mann; joint PCC 
secretary Julia Cook. 

Thy 5: The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of Barton Hartshome, 
Chetwode, Edgcott, Grendon 
Underwood, Marsh Gibbon, Preston 
Bissett, Twyford, East Claydon, Middle 
Claydon, Steeple Claydon. 


FtH Winslow with Great Horwood and 
Addington: clergy Belinda Searfe-Bames, 
Geoffrey Ball, Ann Harwood; the people, 
wardens, PCC and support staff. 

Sat 7: Ember Day Henley Deanery: area 
dean Graham Foulis Brown; lay chairman Sally 
Horton; secretary Christine Ratcliffe; treasurer 
Brian Turner. The people, wardens PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. 

Sun 3: Lent 2 Goring and Stveatley with 
South Stoke: clergy Mark Blarney, Elizabeth 
Dowding, Chris Hargraves; LLM Ian Wallace. 
The staff and pupils of Goring (VA) School and 
Streatley (VC) School. 

Mon 9: Henley-on-Thames Holy Trinity: 

clergy Duncan Carter; the people, wardens, 
PCC and support staff. The staff and pupils of 
Henley Trinity (VC) School. 

Tue 10: Henley-on-Thames with 

Remenham: clergy Martyn Griffiths. 

Wed 11: Langtree team ministry 

(Checkendon, Ipsden, North Stoke, Stoke Row, 
Whitchurch, Wiitchurch Hil, Woodcote): clergy 
Kevin Davies, David Addison, Nelva Moss, 
Angela Linton, Peter Steddon; LLM Brian Turner. 
The staff and pupils of Checkendon (VA) School 
and Stoke Row (VA) School 

Thu 12: NetUebed with Bix, Highmore, 


Pftshill and Rotherfield Grays: clergy 
Brendan Bailey, Elisabeth Lakey, David Stoter. 

Fri 13: Nuffield: clergy Brendan Bailey; the 
people, wardens, PCCs and support staff. 

Sst 14c Rotherfield Peppard and Kkfcnore 
end and Sonning Common: clergy Graham 
Foulis Brown, Barry Olsen. 

Sun IS: Lent 3 The staff and pupils of Kidmore 
End (VA) School and Peppard (VC) School 

Mon 1& Shiplake with Dunsden and 
Harpsden: clergy Martin Connop Price, 
Stephen Cousins. 

Tue 17: Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland. 
Individuals and businesses throughout the 
diocese affected by the recession. 

Wed 18 Milton Keynes deanery: area dean 
Tm Norwood, associate area dean Mke Archer; 
ecumenical representative Chris Collinge; 
Ecumenical hospital chaplain Karen Reeves; lay 
chairman Paul Bright. The people, wardens, 
PCCs and support staff of the deanery. 

Thu 19: Joseph of Nazareth Mission 
Pameiship of the Milton Keynes 
Christian Council: Ecumenical moderator 
Mary Cotes; development chaplain Tm Clapton; 
director of Christian training Peter Ballantine. 
Milton Keynes Sector team: Stephen Norrish, 
Graham Ghaleb. 


The chaplaincy department at Oakhill 
Secure Training Centre as they plan for the 
future. 

Sat 21: Thomas Cranmer, archbishop, 
Reformation martyr Bridgebuilder Trust and its 
work with schools. The Christian Foundation and 
its work in the local community. 

Sun 22: bent 4 (Mothering Sunday) DMchloy: 
clergy Mike Archer, Tim Bustin, Catherine Butt, 
Alan Bird (Baptist); LLM Robin Rowles; youth 
worker Kathryn Fairweather; lay pastors Philip 
Bates, Peter Cutler, Keith Page. The staff and 
pupils of Betchley Cold Harbour (VC) School. 

Mon 23: Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes: clergy Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, 
Andrew Ollard (RC), David Tatem (URC); LLM 
Marian Balance. 

Tue 24 Oscar Romero, archbishop, martyr 
Fenny Stratford: clergy Victor Bullock, John 
Hibbard, Ian Thomas. 

Wed 25: Annunciation of Our Lord to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Stantonbiay and Wien 

(including Bradwell, Downs Bam, Great Linford, 
New Bradwell): clergy David Bell, Judy Rose, 
Andy Jowitt, Paul Smith, Peter Ballantine, Mindy 
Bell (Methodist), Chris Collinge; LLMs Arthur 
Chadwick, Barry Reming, Mary Lovegrove, Cis 
Jones; Methodist local preacher Ruth Walker- 


Singh; Baptist lay preacher Margaret Prisk; lay 
worker David Wilson. 

Thu 26: Harriet Mansell, founder of the 
Community of St John the Baptist Stony 
Stratford and Calverton: clergy Ross 
Northing, Graham Sanders; Church Army 
Janet Northing. The staff and pupils of Stony 
Stratford SS Mary & Giles (VA) School. 

Fft 27: Walton LEP: clergy David Lunn, 
Susan Jackson,. The staff and pupils of 
Wavendon (VC) School. 

Sat 28: Water Eaton LEP: clergy 
Christopher Bell (Baptist), Wendy Carey, Peter 
Green; LLM Derek Martin. 

Sun 28: bent 5 (Passion Sunday) Watting 
Valley team ministry (including Furzton, 
Loughton, Shenley, Tattenhoe, Two Mile Ash): 
clergy Mike Moms, Tim Norwood, Nick Adtem 
(URC), Richard Davis, Tim Hadden, Liz Baker; 
LLM Phyllis Bunnett. The staff and pupils of 
Milton Keynes Christ the Sower (VA) School. 

Mon 30 Wotofton: clergy Jeremy Trigg. , 

Tue 31 John Donne, priest, poet Wou^iton 
team ministry: clergy Cathi Williams, Heather 
Pollard (URC), Richard Beckett (Methodist 
deacon), David Rudiger, James Whysall 
(Baptist), Duncan Barnes; LLMs Mike Davidge, 
Paul Norris, Tony Stanyer. 
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More Christians are needed 
to share the truth about 
Jesus in the beauty and 
cosmetics world, states 
make-up artist Khalida Bibi. 
She explained to Jo Duckies 
how Christians can witness 
in those industries. 

HALIDA’S career began in 
the business management 
side of the health and beauty 
industry where she worked 
for more than 10 years, in 
television, film, theatre, magazines and 
newspapers. 

Since moving to Oxford a year ago 
Khalida has returned to business man- 
agement, working for an international 
cosmetic company, but still dabbles in 
television and film work. She says: ‘From 
a young age I was interested in what 
people considered to be beautiful in life, 
I could see how people were captivated 
by trying to attain it. It was obvious even 
then, how it was akin to success, power 

‘God completely changed my 
ideals and beliefs on image 
and identity. He revealed to 
me who I had become from 
a more holistic point of 
view. ’ 


and getting ahead.’ Khalida studied art 
and aesthetics at university, where she 
wrote a dissertation on the Bahari people 
of northern Gujarat. 

They were a nomadic group who were 
illiterate, but expressed themselves by 
adorning themselves with jewellery and 
make-up, not just for beautification but 
to give themselves a sense of identity, 
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i Fairtrade 

at St. Michaels 

A unique Fair Trade shop 
in the heart of Oxford 

Clothing Gifts I Food Homewares 

****** 

The Basement 

St Michael at the North Gate, 
Cornmarket Street, Oxford 

Open Monday to Saturday I Oam - 5pm 


Tel: 01 865 722505 
www.fairtradeatstmichaels.co.uk 





belonging, and to record their history. 

Khalida, who is in her 30s, converted to 
Christianity from a Muslim background 
1 1 years ago. She says: ‘At the time I was 
still working in business management. 
God completely changed my ideals and 
beliefs on image and identity. He 
revealed to me who I had become from 


‘The media, beauty and 
cosmetic industries carry a 
superficial image and this 
should be all the more reason 
for us as Christians to 
witness in this area. ’ 


more of a holistic point of view in mind, 
body and spirit. It was an amazing revelation 
and still is. ’ Her passions are to see more 
Christians working in her industry and to 
see Christian women informed from a 
positive biblical perspective on make-up, 
fashion and femininity. 

She says: ‘Industries such as healthcare, 


‘I believe that when we become true fol- 
lowers of Christ our spiritual transformation 
allows us to be witnesses. Evangelism is not 
a special gift reserved for the elite although 
I am aware that God can anoint certain peo- 
ple for a specific evangelistic purpose.’ 

She added: ‘I also believe my minstry is to 
encourage Christian women in these areas. 
I have attended churches and arranged 
makeovers, workshops and talks on image 
and identity for Christian women. 

‘Sometimes this is a controversial sub- 
ject within the Church but there is so 
much need. It’s possible to enhance how 
God has blessed us physically and bolster 
up our confidence alongside building 
our inner beauty, formulated by faith.’ 


IT and manufacturing are saturated with 
the people of God which is excellent, but 
there are certain working environments 
which seem to attract fewer Christians. 

‘The media, beauty and cosmetic 
industries carry a superficial image, and 
this should be all the more reason for us 
as Christians to witness in this area.’ 

‘Some people who you meet within 
these industries seem to constantly 
struggle with their identity. They are 
open to hearing the truth that they have 
been created in the image of God and to 
be helped to find their true identity in 
Christ. I have had the pleasure and joy of 
seeing many of my colleagues, friends 
and people that I have met over the years 
give their lives to God. It’s been amazing 
how God has changed them inside out 
and given them a real sense of identity 
and belonging. 
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Make-up artist and encourager, Khalida Bibi is pictured. Copyright Khalida Bibi 





Stained Glass Studio 


STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane. Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 

By appointment only 




